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333 Washington  S treet    Brookl in e ,  Massa chuset t s  0 2445 -6863 

Telephone:  (617)  730 -2156      Facs imi l e:  (617) 713-3727 

www.b rookl in ema.gov  

 

 

T O W N  o f  B R O O K L I N E 

Massachusetts 
 

Department of Public Works 

 
 

             
Erin Chute Gallentine 

Commissioner 

 

Interoffice Memorandum 
 
To:  The Select Board  

From:  Erin Chute Gallentine, Commissioner of Public Works 

Todd M. Kirrane, Transportation Administrator 

Date:  March 3, 2021 

Re: Request to Approve an Extra Work Order with VHB and Execute a revised 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 

Authority (MBTA) 

Cc: Mel Kleckner, Town Administrator 

 

Recommended for award and prepared for your signatures, please find Amendment # 1 with 

VHB relative to their contract for the Feasibility Study of Bus Prioritization within the Gateway 

East project area with VHB, 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, MA 02472 in the amount of 

$14,500 and a revised Memorandum of Understanding with the MBTA, 10 Park Plaza, 

Boston, MA 02116 to reimburse the Town for the total cost of the VHB study up to $41,000. 

 

At the August 11, 2020 meeting the Select Board approved a contract with VHB to prepare a 

feasibility study for the Transportation Board relative to implementation of a priority bus lane 

on Washington Street from Station Street to the townline. At the same time, the Board 

approved a MOU with the MBTA to reimburse the Town for the cost of the study up to $26,500. 

This study was presented to the Transportation Board in November 2020 and following 2 

public hearings, 2 public meetings, and several community meetings the Transportation 

Board unanimously passed the implementation of the bus lane for a 1 year pilot with the 

condition that the MBTA cover all costs for implementation and that the Board approve a final 

plan before installation. 

 

Because the proposal impacts Boylston Street eastbound, which is under the jurisdiction of 

MassDOT District 6, the Town and the MBTA must secure their approval as well. As a result of 

conversations with MassDOT, VHB has been requested to provide additional analysis. This 

amendment is for VHB to conduct the additional analysis and attend meetings with MassDOT 

and the MBTA to discuss. As with the initial contract, the MBTA will be reimbursing the Town 

for the cost of the amendment and have provided the revised MOU to incorporate the total 

amount.   
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Agreement By and Between 
 

The Town of Brookline  
and 

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
 
 
CONSULTANT AGREEMENT  

THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is entered into as of the ____ day of March, 2021, between the 
Town of Brookline Department of Public Works with offices at 333 Washington Street, Brookline, 
Massachusetts 02445 (“CLIENT”) and Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. with offices at 101 Walnut Street 
Watertown, Massachusetts 02472 (“CONSULTANT”). Each of CLIENT and CONSULTANT may be 
individually referred to as a “party” and collectively as the “parties”, as the context so requires.  

WHEREAS, CLIENT desires to engage CONSULTANT for the purpose of performing an evaluation of 
the feasibility of implementing dedicated bus lanes along Route 9 in Brookline Village (the “Services”); 
and  

WHEREAS, CONSULTANT represents that it possesses sufficient skills and experience to perform the 
Services in a timely and professional manner, and   

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and the covenants and conditions herein contained, 
the parties agree as follows:  

ARTICLE 1 - SCOPE OF SERVICES  
1.1  CONSULTANT shall perform the Services as set forth in Appendix A.  
1.2  Additional services are those services that are not part of the Services contemplated in Appendix 

A. If CLIENT shall request additional services of the CONSULTANT, the CLIENT and 
CONSULTANT shall determine the cost and payment method to be utilized as an addendum to 
this Agreement.  

ARTICLE 2 - TERM OF CONTRACT  
2.1  The term of this Agreement shall commence on the date first written above and shall remain in full 

force and effect until the Services are completed, unless sooner terminated. If any CONSULTANT 
Services are required past this planned completion date, CLIENT, may extend this Agreement for 
a term agreed to by the parties. CONSULTANT shall not be responsible for failure to perform or 
for delays in the Services arising out of factors beyond the reasonable control or without the fault 
or negligence of CONSULTANT. 

ARTICLE 3 - PAYMENT FOR SERVICES  
3.1  For performance of the Services, CONSULTANT will be compensated as contemplated in 

Appendix A.  
3.2  CLIENT shall make payment to the CONSULTANT for work performed in accordance with 

Appendix  
A.  

3.3  Payments will be made to CONSULTANT pursuant to the submission of a payment request by 
CONSULTANT. Such payment request shall be submitted to CLIENT.  Payments to 
CONSULTANT from CLIENT will be made within thirty (30) days from the date of the submission 
of a payment request by CONSULTANT.  
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ARTICLE 4 – INDEMNIFICATION/LIMITATION OF LIABILITY  
4.1  To the fullest extent of the law, CONSULTANT shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless 

CLIENT from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses to the extent caused by or 
resulting in whole or in part from the willful misconduct or negligent acts, errors or omissions of 
CONSULTANT.  

4.2  CONSULTANT assumes exclusive liability for and shall defend, indemnify, and hold the CLIENT 
harmless from and against the payment of: (i) all contributions, taxes or premiums (including 
interest and penalties thereon) which may be payable under any and all federal, state and local tax 
withholding laws measured upon the payroll of, or required to be withheld from, CONSULTANT 
or its subconsultants’ employees engaged in the Services; (ii) all sales, use, personal property and 
other taxes (including interest and penalties thereon) required to be paid or collected by 
CONSULTANT or its subconsultants in connection with the performance of the Services; and (iii) 
all pension, welfare, vacation, annuity and other union benefit contributions payable under or in 
connection with labor agreements with respect to all persons engaged in the Services.  

4.3  CLIENT agrees that CONSULTANT’s liability to CLIENT for negligent performance of the 
Services, negligent performance of professional acts, errors or omissions, or breach of contract 
shall be limited to the total fee paid to CONSULTANT under this Agreement.  

4.4  In no event shall either party be liable to the other party for any special, indirect, incidental, 
punitive, exemplary or other consequential damages arising out of this Agreement, including, but 
not limited to, loss of profits or revenues.  

ARTICLE 5 - INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR RELATIONSHIP  
5.1  It is hereby agreed that CONSULTANT is an independent contractor.  CONSULTANT represents 

and warrants that all taxes and insurance premiums required by this Agreement or by law will be 
the sole responsibility of CONSULTANT.    

5.2  CONSULTANT is not, for any purpose, an employee or agent of CLIENT and CONSULTANT 
shall not make any representation to the contrary, either express or implied.  CONSULTANT 
understands and agrees that as an independent contractor, it does not have any authority to: sign 
contracts, notes, or obligations, make purchases, or acquire or dispose of any property for or on 
behalf of CLIENT.   

5.3  Employees. All employees assigned by CONSULTANT to the Project shall remain employees of 
CONSULTANT at all times and shall not be deemed to be or designated as employees of CLIENT. 
CONSULTANT shall pay, or cause to be paid, and CLIENT shall have no liability to pay, the 
following costs for such employees in connection with the Services provided by CONSULTANT 
pursuant to this Agreement: social security, income taxes, employee benefits, vacations, holidays, 
or other employee benefits or taxes incurred by or on behalf of or for the benefit of CONSULTANT 
or its employees. CLIENT’s sole obligation with respect to reimbursement of costs associated with 
CONSULTANT’S Services is to pay the fees and any approved expenses for such CONSULTANT 
employee(s) performing Services under this Agreement.  

ARTICLE 6 – TERMINATION  

6.1  Either Party may terminate this Agreement, upon seven (7) days’ notice for any reason, including 
for convenience. In the event of such termination, CONSULTANT shall be compensated for all 
expenses rightfully incurred and compensable pursuant to this Agreement.   

ARTICLE 7 – NOTICES  

7.1  All notices, demands, requests, consents, approvals and other communications which may or are 
required to be given by either party under this Agreement must be in writing and sent by United 
States registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested or a national 

4.B.

Page: 76



overnight carrier, and addressed to the party for whom it is intended at its address set forth in the 
preamble paragraph of this Agreement.  

ARTICLE 8 - GOVERNING LAW  
8.1  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Any action 

arising out of this Agreement or the Services shall be brought exclusively in the Superior Court of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in Massachusetts, or in the United States District Court for 
the District of Massachusetts.  Each party hereto and future signatory hereby consents to the 
personal jurisdiction of these courts and waive any objections that such venue is objectionable or 
improper.  

ARTICLE 9 – SEVERABILITY  
9.1  Should any provision of this Agreement be deemed invalid or unenforceable, such provision shall 

be severed from this Agreement, such that the remaining valid and enforceable provisions remain 
intact. The parties will endeavor to promptly negotiate a revised term or condition to replace that 
which was deemed illegal or unenforceable.  

ARTICLE 10 – ENTIRE AGREEMENT  

10.1  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties relating to the subject matter 
hereof and completely and fully supersedes all other prior understandings or agreements, both 
written and oral, between the parties.  All previous communications and representations, whether 
oral or written, including, but not limited to any proposal(s), purchase order(s), and/or invoice(s) 
are hereby annulled and superseded, except to the extent that any such communications and 
representations are specifically incorporated in or referred to in this Agreement.  This Agreement 
may be amended, changed, modified or altered only by a written instrument executed by both 
parties.   

ARTICLE 11 – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  
11.1  The article titles used herein are inserted solely for purposes of convenience, do not form a part of 

this Agreement, and will not be construed to qualify, explain, or affect any provision of this 
Agreement.  

11.2  This Agreement is binding upon the parties and their heirs, executors, administrators, successors, 
and assigns.  

11.3  This Agreement inures to the benefit of and is binding upon the parties hereto and their respective 
permitted successors and assigns; provided however, that this Agreement will not bind either party 
until executed by a duly authorized representative of each party.  

11.4  No delay or omission in the exercise of any right under this Agreement will impair any such right 
or will be taken, construed or considered as a waiver or relinquishment thereof, but any such right 
may be exercised from time to time and as often as may be deemed expedient.  If any of the terms 
and conditions are breached and thereafter waived, such waiver will be limited to the particular 
breach so waived and will not be deemed to be a waiver of any other breach under this Agreement.  

11.5    This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of which is an original and all of 
which constitute one and the same instrument.  
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Executed on this _____ of March, 2021 
 
 
 
 
TOWN OF BROOKLINE     CONSULTANT 
 
Board of Selectmen      Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
 
 
By: _________________________      By: ____________________________ 
 
 
       _________________________      Title: ___________________________ 
 
 
       _________________________ 
 
 
       _________________________ 
 
 
       _________________________ 
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APPENDIX A 
 

VANASSE HANGEN BRUSTLIN, INC 
SCOPE OF SERVICES – DEDICATED BUS LANE EVALUATION 

AMENDMENT 1 
BROOKLINE, MA 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) will provide additional transportation planning and engineering 
services to support proposed bus priority improvements in the Gateway East district in Brookline, 
Massachusetts. A TIP Project (Project 605110) is currently under construction within the study area and 
includes improvements to regional connections for bicyclists and pedestrians. Based on discussions with 
the Town of Brookline and MBTA, there is a desire to improve transit travel times through the corridor. 
The conceptual improvements for transit require evaluation in order to determine feasibility and 
applicability; as well as identify any construction elements (such as catch basins) that have been recently 
installed and would need to be removed/reset.  
 
The following amendment to VHB’s original scope of services, dated 8/5/2020, has been developed based 
on direction received from the client.  

1.0 TRANSPORTATION ANALYSIS $9,500 

The original analysis provided by VHB reviewed three concepts to provide dedicated bus lanes along 
Route 9 in the area known as Gateway East. From that analysis, the Town and MBTA officials identified a 
modified “concept 1” as the preferred alternative. Under this amendment, VHB will expand the analysis of 
the Route 9 corridor. Specifically, VHB will update the results of the previous morning and evening peak 
hour analysis developed through Synchro (Gateway East Build Conditions with and without the dedicated 
bus lane) in SIMTraffic. VHB will also prepare additional morning and evening peak hour SIMTraffic 
analyses (based upon the previously developed synchro model), updating the traffic volumes to reflect 
more recent Streetlight volume data provided by the MBTA. VHB will rely on the accuracy and 
completeness of the data as provided and will coordinate any concerns about the validity of the data with 
the MBTA and the Town of Brookline. It is assumed the analysis will be limited to the extents of the 
Gateway East project area which includes Route 9 at High/Washington Street, Route 9 at Pearl/Walnut 
Street, and Route 9 at Brookline Avenue. VHB will provide a technical memorandum summarizing the 
results of the additional analysis, compare the Gateway East Build condition to the 2021 condition, and 
provide supporting slides/graphics to support further public outreach.  

2.0 PROJECT/PUBLIC MEETINGS $5,000 

As requested by the Client, VHB will be available to attend up to six (6) Project meetings with the Client 
and Client’s representatives, public agencies, and at public hearings or other public meetings. Four of 
these meetings include 2 MASCO meetings and 2 public meetings held between 12/23/20 and 1/25/21. 
The other two meetings will be attended at the direction of the client, at this time anticipated to be one 
meeting with town staff and one meeting with MassDOT. Services include coordination, preparation, and 
supporting graphics (when required). Meetings are anticipated to be virtual. Should additional 
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coordination be required at a cost beyond that budgeted, an amendment to this agreement will be 
required. 

SERVICES NOT INCLUDED 

The Scope of Services for this proposal is inclusive only of those tasks herein specified. Should any other 
work be required, VHB will prepare an appropriate proposal or amendment, at the Client’s request, that 
contains the scope of services, fee, and schedule required to complete the additional work items. 
Modifications to the construction plans, new/revised traffic volume forecasts, VISSIM simulation, and 
additional field survey are specifically excluded at this time.  

SCHEDULE 

VHB will execute the work under this amendment following the Town’s meeting schedule.  VHB will begin 
performance of the above services immediately on the date written authorization to proceed is received.  

COMPENSATION 

VHB will perform the Scope of Services contained in this agreement on a time and expense basis at VHB's 
hourly billing rates in effect at the time our services are provided. The estimated not to exceed limit of 
VHB's labor for this Scope of Services is $14,500.   
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made and entered into as of this ___ day of __________, 

2021,  by  and  between  the  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY,  a  body  politic  and 

corporate and a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, having offices at 10 Park 

Plaza, Boston, MA 02116 (“MBTA”), and the TOWN OF BROOKLINE, a municipal corporation within the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, having its principal office at Brookline Town Hall, 333 Washington St, 

Brookline, Massachusetts 02445 (“Town”).  MBTA and Town are sometimes collectively referred to herein 

as the “Parties” and individually as the “Party.” 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, MBTA bus services are provided to Town on Washington Street between Station St and River 

Rd  (“Bus Route”); and  

WHEREAS, a traffic and bus lane analysis along the Bus Route is desired; and 

WHEREAS, Town wishes to engage the services of Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (“VHB”) to conduct such 

analysis; and 

WHEREAS, Town and MBTA wish to jointly facilitate the analysis as set forth in this MOU. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises herein, and for other good and valuable consideration, 

the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows. 

1. Responsibilities and Funding.  The responsibilities and funding obligations of both Town and MBTA 

for this project are as follows: 

 

WASHINGTON ST BETWEEN  STATION ST AND RIVER RD IN THE TOWN OF 
BROOKLINE MATRIX 

Item  MBTA TOWN 

1  Retain the services of VHB to perform a traffic and bus lane 
analysis that considers both westbound and eastbound bus lanes on 
the Bus Route and evaluates the addition of bus lanes in both 
directions, as well as a lane reduction on eastbound Boylston St 
approaching Washington St (“Project”) 

 X 

2 Reimburse the Town for consulting fees directly related to traffic 
analysis performed by VHB: 

- $26,500.00 related to adding bus lanes in both directions on 
Washington St between Station St and River Rd (“Gateway 
East”); and, 

- $14,500.00 related to a required MassDOT analysis of traffic 
changes on eastbound Boylston St approaching Washington 
St. 

X  
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Based on these items, the total reimbursable amount in this 
agreement is not to exceed $41,000.00. 

3 Review and advise VHB on incorporating bus priority into the 
Project. Review and advise VHB on traffic analysis for the Project 
area. 

X  

4 Share VHB analysis and findings with MBTA to identify 
opportunities to implement bus priority as part of the MBTA Route 
66, 65, 60 Gateway East Project. 

 X 

 

 

MBTA will reimburse Town for the actual costs incurred by Town that are directly related to VHB’s 
services on the Project as described in box 2 of the above matrix, within forty-five (45) days of MBTA’s 
receipt of an accurate invoice for such costs from Town. 

 

2. Cooperation - Further Actions.  The Parties agree to cooperate and collaborate in good faith on all 
aspects of this MOU.  Each of the Parties agrees that it shall hereafter execute and deliver such further 
instruments and do such further acts and things as may be required or useful to carry out the intent and 
purpose of this MOU and as are consistent with the terms hereof. 

 

3. Transportation Operations.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this MOU, Town 
shall not interfere with the transportation operations of MBTA or any contractor of MBTA. 

 

4. Indemnification.  To the extent allowed by law, Town shall indemnify, defend and save harmless 
MBTA from and against any and all liabilities, losses, damages, costs, expenses (including reasonable 
attorneys’ expenses and fees), causes of action, suits, claims, demands or judgments of any nature 
whatsoever that may be imposed upon or incurred by or asserted against MBTA in connection with 
Town’s activities under this MOU except to the extent arising from the gross negligence or willful 
misconduct of MBTA or its agents or employees. 
 

5. Limitation on Damages.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this MOU, in no event 
shall either Party be liable to the other for indirect, special, consequential or punitive damages of any 
nature or for any reason whatsoever. 
 

6. Town Insurance.  During the term of this Agreement, Town shall continually maintain, with insurance 
carriers licensed to do business in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the following insurance: 

 
a.   Commercial General Liability Insurance 

Commercial General Liability insurance for personal injury, bodily injury and property damage 
with limits of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence and Three Million 
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Dollars ($3,000,000.00) in the aggregate.  Such insurance shall be written on an occurrence basis 
(as opposed to a claims made basis). Coverage shall be equivalent to ISO Form CG 01 01 12 07.  
Coverage shall be provided on a first dollar basis without a deductible. 

b.   Workers’ Compensation Insurance 

Coverage A Workers’ Compensation: Statutory as required by Massachusetts law. 

Coverage B Employer’s Liability: (i) bodily injury by accident Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($500,000.00) each accident, (ii) bodily injury by disease Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($500,000.00) each employee and (iii) bodily injury by disease Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($500,000.00) policy limit. 

c.    Automobile Liability Insurance 

Automobile liability insurance with limits of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) 
covering all owned, non-owned, hired, rented or leased vehicles of City and its subcontractors and 
consultants that are used in the activities permitted hereunder. 

d.   Umbrella 

Umbrella insurance with limits at least equal to Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) per 
occurrence and Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) in the aggregate.  Self-insured retention shall 
not exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00).  Coverage shall be equivalent or broader than the 
coverage afforded on the underlying Commercial General Liability, Automobile Liability and 
Employer’s Liability grant within the Workers’ Compensation policy. 

All policies shall have a minimum AM Best Rating of A-IX and MBTA shall be named as an additional 
insured on all policies except for Workers’ Compensation.  All policies shall contain a waiver of 
subrogation in favor of MBTA and the Workers’ Compensation policy shall be specifically endorsed 
to provide such waiver. 

Town shall provide proof of the foregoing coverage upon the request of MBTA.  Said proof of 
insurance may be in the form of a self-insurance letter if the Town chooses to self-insure. 

Prime contractors and consultants engaged by Town to perform activities under this MOU shall obtain 
the above minimum insurance coverages and shall name MBTA as an additional insured thereunder on 
all policies except for Workers’ Compensation.  All such contractor and consultant policies shall 
contain a waiver of subrogation in favor of MBTA and the Workers’ Compensation policy shall be 
specifically endorsed to provide such waiver.  The contractor and consultant policies shall be primary 
and noncontributory and the contractor’s and consultant’s Commercial General Liability and Umbrella 
policies shall sit in excess of Town’s Commercial General Liability and Umbrella policies required 
under this MOU. 

 

7. Term.  This MOU shall become effective as of the date it is fully executed by Town and MBTA and 
shall remain in full force and effect until all activities contemplated by the Parties hereunder have been 
completed or the Parties have otherwise agreed in writing.  Either party shall have the right to terminate 
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this MOU upon thirty (30) days’ written notice to the other party, but any reimbursement obligation 
incurred by the MBTA under this MOU for VHB’s Project work performed prior to the submission of 
notice of termination under this section shall still be paid to the Town by the MBTA upon MBTA’s 
receipt of an invoice as provided in Section 1. 
 

8. Consent.  Where, pursuant to this MOU, the consent or approval of one Party shall be required, 
requested or appropriate, such Party agrees that its consent or approval shall not be unreasonably 
withheld, delayed or conditioned except as expressly provided otherwise in this MOU. 

 

9. Authority.  The individuals executing this MOU represent that they are empowered and duly 
authorized to so execute this MOU on behalf of the Parties they represent. 

 

10. Press Releases.  If either Party wishes to issue a press release regarding this MOU, the form and content 
of such release shall be approved in advance by both Town and MBTA. 

 

11. Governing Law.  This MOU and the rights and obligations of the Parties hereunder shall in all respects 
be governed by and construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts without regard to its choice of law rules. 

 

12. Notice.  Any notices required or permitted to be given hereunder shall be given in writing and shall be 
delivered (a) in person, (b) by certified or registered mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, or 
(c) by a commercial overnight courier that guarantees next day delivery and provides a receipt.  Such 
notices shall be addressed as follows:  
 

If to MBTA: 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 

General Manager’s Office 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4510 

Boston, MA 02116 

Attention:  Deputy General Manager 

 

     With a copy to: 

 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 

Office of the General Counsel 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 3510 
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Boston, MA 02116 

Attention:  General Counsel 

 

If to Town: 

Town of Brookline 

Transportation Division 

333 Washington Street 

       Brookline, MA, 02445 

Attention:  Todd Kirrane 

 

With a copy to: 

 

Town of Brookline 

Office of Town Counsel 

333 Washington Street 

Brookline, MA 02445 

 

or to such other address as either Party may from time to time specify in writing to the other Party. 
Any notice shall be effective only upon delivery. 

 

13. Severability.  Any provisions of law that invalidate, or otherwise are inconsistent with, the terms of 
this MOU, or that would cause one or both of the Parties to be in violation of that law, shall be deemed 
to have superseded the terms of this MOU.  Notwithstanding such invalidity or illegality, the remaining 
terms and provisions of this MOU shall remain in full force and effect in the same manner as if the 
invalid or illegal provision had not been contained herein. 
 

14. Counterparts.  This MOU may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be 
deemed an original, but all of which when taken together shall constitute one and the same instrument.  
The signature page of any counterpart may be detached therefrom without impairing the legal effect of 
the signature(s) thereon, provided such signature page is attached to any other counterpart identical 
thereto. 
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15. Successors and Assigns.  This MOU shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties hereto 
and their permitted successors and assigns.  This MOU may not be assigned without the prior written 
consent of MBTA and Town.   

 

16. Entire Agreement.  This MOU represents the entire agreement between the Parties regarding the 
subject matter hereof, superseding any prior oral or written agreements or understandings regarding the 
same. 
 

 

 

REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 

SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed this Memorandum of Understanding as 
of the day and year first above written. 

 

 

 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY    TOWN OF BROOKLINE 

TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 

By:  _____________________________  _____________________________ 

Name: ___________________________  _____________________________ 

Title:   ___________________________  _____________________________ 

       _____________________________ 

       _____________________________ 

       Brookline Select Board 
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333 Washington  S treet    Brookl in e ,  Massa chuset t s  0 2445-6863 

Telephone:  (617)  730 -2156      Facs imi l e:  (617) 713-3727 

www.b rookl in ema.gov  

 

 

T O W N  o f  B R O O K L I N E 

Massachusetts 
 

Department of Public Works 

 
 

             
Erin Chute Gallentine 

Commissioner 

 

Interoffice Memorandum 
 
To:  The Select Board  

From:  Erin Chute Gallentine, Commissioner of Public Works 

Todd M. Kirrane, Transportation Administrator 

Date:  March 3, 2021 

Re: Approval of Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement with MassDOT and 

Chestnut Hill Investments, LLC 

Cc: Mel Kleckner, Town Administrator 

 

Recommended for approval and prepared for your signatures, please find Agreement between 

the Massachusetts Department of Transportation and Chestnut Hill Investments, LLC and the 

Town of Brookline relative to the required relocation of the traffic signal control box at the 

intersection of Boylston Street and Hammond Street in Chestnut Hill. The relocation is 

required as part of the approved changes to Boylston Street in relation to the 40b project at 

1180 Boylston Street. This is a MassDOT owned signal, and MassDOT is requiring the 

developer to enter in a traffic signal maintenance agreement. Ownership of the emergency 

preemption system at this location rests with Brookline, and the municipal owned signal at 

Hammond Street and Heath Street is coordinated with this signal. For these two reasons, 

MassDOT is requiring that the Town of Brookline be included in this maintenance agreement. 

The emergency preemption system is an important part of our traffic signal systems 

throughout Town as it allows our Fire, Police, and EMS to pass through the intersection more 

efficiently when responding to emergencies and the maintenance of this system is in the best 

interest of public safety within the Town. 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

AND CHESTNUT HILL INVESTMENTS, LLC 

AND THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE 

AGREEMENT NO.  ____________________ 

(to be completed by MassDOT) 

AGREEMENT, made this ____ day of ____, 2021 by and between the Massachusetts 

Department of Transportation – Highway Division, hereinafter called “MassDOT,” and 

Chestnut Hill Investments, LLC, hereinafter called “the Developer” and the Town of Brookline 

hereinafter called “The Town.” 

WHEREAS, the Developer desires to remove the existing Traffic Signal Control Cabinet 

located at the southeast corner of the intersection of Boylston Street (Route 9) and Hammond 

Street, install a new Traffic Signal Control Cabinet at the northeast corner of the intersection, 

new electric service, and relocate the existing local controller, master controller, video 

detection and preemption equipment from the existing cabinet, as shown on:  

MassDOT’s Traffic Control Signal Regulation No. ____________________ 

(to be completed by MassDOT) 

Dated: ____________________ 

(to be completed by MassDOT) 

In the Municipality of Brookline, County of Norfolk, in said Commonwealth as shown on a set 

of plans consisting of 11 sheets dated December 2020 entitled: 
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TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

SITE ACCESS DRIVEWAYS AT 1180 BOYLSTON STREET (ROUTE 9) 

IN THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE 

NORFOLK COUNTY 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

prepared by Vanasse and Associates, Inc. of 35 New England Business Center Drive, Suite 140, 

Andover, MA, said plans and regulation are attached hereto and made a part thereof;  and 

Said plans being subject to review and approval by MassDOT before installation, said plans and 

regulation are made a part thereof; and in accordance with: 

Highway Access Permit No.: ____________________ 

(to be completed by MassDOT) 

Dated:  ____________________ 

(to be completed by MassDOT) 

 

Issued by District 6 to perform work on a State Highway and made part of this Agreement; and  

WHEREAS, the parties hereto have reached an agreement as to the apportionment of work to 

be performed, the expense of carrying out this work, and the ownership and future 

maintenance thereof; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration thereof, MassDOT and the Developer and the Town 

hereby agree, each with the other as follows: 

DIVISION OF WORK 

The Developer will furnish through its own contractor, all necessary, labor, materials, 

equipment and other services necessary for the removal of the existing Traffic Signal Control 

Cabinet and installation of the new Traffic Signal Control Cabinet as indicated above and as 

shown on the attached plan(s) and regulation(s).   

The Developer agrees that all work done under this Agreement will be in accordance with the 

Standard Specifications for Highways and Bridges issued by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 

Massachusetts Highway Department, 2020 Edition, as amended, and the 2009 Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices and amendments as adopted by MassDOT. 

The Developer agrees to require its Contractor to provide and cause to be maintained Public 

Liability Insurance and Property Damage Liability Insurance, and also, Contractor’s Protective 

Public Liability and Property Damage Liability Insurance on behalf of MassDOT and, in 
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conformance with Section 7.05B of the hereinbefore defined Standard Specifications for Highways 

and Bridges and to furnish such evidence to MassDOT. 

The Developer agrees to require its Contractor to provide a Performance and Payment Bond 

on behalf of MassDOT in conformance with Section 3.04 of the hereinbefore defined Standard 

Specifications for Highways and Bridges. The performance and payment bond shall be for the full 

amount of work within the State Highway Layout. 

The Developer may solicit bids and award a contract prior to the completion of the MassDOT 

review process with the understanding that the Developer shall be responsible for any and all 

adjustments to the contract documents and/or change orders that are made as a result of the 

MassDOT review comments.  

The Developer agrees that work will not commence without written permission from the 

District Highway Director of MassDOT, District 6. Prior to the commencement of any work, a 

pre-construction conference may be required by MassDOT.  If required, it shall be held at 

MassDOT’s Highway Division District 6 Administrative Office. 

All Contractors and sub-contractors working on this project must be pre-qualified by 

MassDOT in the area of work that they are performing.  All traffic signal equipment and 

components utilized and installed on this project shall be included on the MassDOT Qualified 

Traffic Control Equipment List. 

The Developer, as its sole cost and expense, will furnish an engineer for proper inspection 

services necessary during the prosecution of work, and in turn, MassDOT will make periodic 

inspections for compliance with MassDOT standards. 

Upon completion of the work, the Developer or its Engineer, will be responsible for the final 

inspection, certification of compliance with the specifications, and as-built drawings. 

Construction of new traffic signals or modifications to existing traffic signals or signal systems 

shall comply with MassDOT SOP No. HMD-60-03-3-00, issued on 9/9/2020.  

The Developer shall complete all work covered by this agreement within one year of the date 

thereof unless an authorized time extension is granted by MassDOT. 

DIVISION OF EXPENSE  

The entire cost of said Traffic Signal Control Cabinet improvements, as hereinbefore stated as 

shown on said plans and regulation will be borne by Developer. 

OWNERSHIP AND FUTURE MAINTENANCE 

Upon completion of said Traffic Signal Control Cabinet improvements, to the satisfaction of 

MassDOT, title to said traffic control signals and appurtenances shall vest with MassDOT, and 
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MassDOT shall have the obligation and authority to operate and maintain said traffic control 

signals and appurtenances as installed. 

All future maintenance and power costs for the traffic control signals and appurtenances 

(except for emergency pre-emption) shall reside with MassDOT. 

Ownership of the emergency pre-emption systems installed at the intersections of: 

LOCATION NO. 1 - MA9 (Boylston Street) at Hammond Street; 

LOCATION NO. 2 - MA9 (Boylston Street) at Tully Street; 

LOCATION NO. 3 - Hammond Street at Heath Street; 

 

in Brookline shall vest with the Town and shall thereafter have the obligation and authority to 

operate and maintain the emergency pre-emption system, as installed. The Town agrees to 

contact the District 6 Traffic Operations Engineer at least one business day in advance of any 

maintenance operation that is to be performed to the emergency pre-emption system. 

Title to the traffic control signals at the intersection of: 

LOCATION NO. 3 - Hammond Street at Heath Street; 

in Brookline shall rest with the Town.  

The aforementioned traffic signals shall be incorporated into and operate as a Boylston Street 

time-of-day coordination system with the MassDOT traffic control signals on MA-9 (Boylston 

Street) in Brookline as deemed necessary as of the date of this agreement for the coordinated 

flow of traffic. 

Upon completion of the installation of said traffic signal controls to the satisfaction of 

MassDOT, title to the Boylston Street time-of-day coordination system shall vest with 

MassDOT and MassDOT shall thereafter maintain the coordination system at the municipally-

owned traffic signals. For the purpose of this agreement the Boylston Street time-of-day 

coordination system shall include: the on-street master controller, the local traffic signal 

controllers (timing settings only), cabinet, communication/interconnect system including cable 

and terminals, and all other appurtenances, which will allow the system to operate in 

coordination as shown in the contract documents. The on-street master controller shall be 

installed in a traffic signal cabinet at a state highway location. 

The Town shall maintain all other equipment, wiring, and operation of the municipally-owned 

traffic signals including, but not limited to: signal structures and foundations, conduit, wiring, 

vehicle and pedestrian indications, vehicle detection system, pedestrian detectors, controller 

cabinet, malfunction management unit, load switches, flash transfer relays, bus interface units, 

and other cabinet components. 
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The Town and/or their duly authorized representative shall have the authority to monitor the 

operation of the coordination system; however, any modifications to the Town owned traffic 

signals included in the Boylston Street time-of-day traffic control signal system that will require 

modifications to the operation of any of the MassDOT-owned locations, or the addition of 

other locations to the system as described herein, shall not be made without prior written 

authorization from MassDOT. The Town shall request a modification to the system operation 

from MassDOT, who will review and comment on the Town request.  

Timing changes to Town-owned intersections, if required, shall be provided to MassDOT for 

review to assess possible changes required to coordinate MassDOT-owned intersection 

operations prior to reprogramming the respective intersection controllers. If requested by 

MassDOT, the Town and/or their duly authorized representative shall provide a Technical 

Memorandum or report that explains the justification of the proposed changes. Proposed 

modifications to the system operation are subject to a review period not to exceed ten (10) 

business days from receipt of proposed timing changes and supporting traffic data and analyses. 

If no response is received at the end of the 10 business day review period, it shall be assumed 

that the timing changes are acceptable and may be implemented.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the day and 

year first above written. 

 

CHESTNUT HILL INVESTMNETS, LLC 

 

_______________________________ 

Signature 

_______________________________ 

Printed Name 

_______________________________ 

Title 

_______________________________ 

Date 

CERTIFICATE OF SIGNATORY 

 

This will attest that the above-named individual is duly authorized and empowered to execute 

and deliver this Agreement on behalf of the Developer. 

 

_______________________________ 

Signature 

_______________________________ 

Printed Name 

_______________________________ 

Title 

_______________________________ 

Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[CORPORATE SEAL OF 

FIRM OR 

MUNICIPALITY] 
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TOWN OF BROOKLINE 

 

_______________________________ 

Signature 

_______________________________ 

Printed Name 

_______________________________ 

Title 

_______________________________ 

Date 

CERTIFICATE OF SIGNATORY 

 

This will attest that the above-named individual is duly authorized and empowered to execute 

and deliver this Agreement on behalf of the Town. 

 

_______________________________ 

Signature 

_______________________________ 

Printed Name 

_______________________________ 

Title 

_______________________________ 

Date 

 

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – HIGHWAY DIVISION 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Assistant Administrator for Traffic & Safety 

 

 

 

[CORPORATE SEAL OF 

FIRM OR 

MUNICIPALITY] 
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          TOWN of BROOKLINE 
                      Massachusetts 
 

 
 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 350 Washington Street 

HEADQUARTERS  PO Box 470557 

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING  Brookline MA  02447-0557 

 Tel:617-730-2272 

John F. Sullivan Fax:617-730-2391 

Chief of Department www.brooklinema.gov 

 

 

    
March  9, 2021  

 

To:  Brookline Select Board 

From: John F. Sullivan, Fire Chief 

RE:  Acceptance of grants 

 

Select Board Members, 

 The Brookline Fire Department asks that the Select Board accept the following 

annual Fire Prevention/ Public Education grants offered and approved by the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Executive Office of Public Safety to enhance our 

Community Risk Reduction (CRR) initiatives: 

 

  $7600.00 for Student Awareness of Fire Education (S.A.F.E.). 

  $3019.00 for Senior SAFE  

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
John F. Sullivan, Fire Chief 
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Town of Brookline FY22 Program Budget
Human Services l Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Community 
Relations

Program Description
The Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations conducts a variety of 
activities and programs aimed at promoting Brookline as a community that is 
mindful and respectful of all people.  The mission of the Office and the goal of the 
Town are to have a community characterized by the values of inclusion.  The Office 
is instrumental in assisting the Town to create and to maintain a diverse workforce 
and to provide support and consultation to employees and others who are 
subjected to discriminatory behavior.  The Office supports community projects that 
promote multi-cultural awareness, decrease health disparities, and foster better 
relationships between Brookline’s diverse populations.  The Office works in 
conjunction with Town Departments and Non-profit Organizations to develop 
programs for disadvantaged groups and to increase the quality of life for all 
Brookline residents. 
 
The Office provides professional and administrative support to the following Town 
Commissions and ad hoc Committees:

Brookline Commission for the Disabled
Brookline Commission for Women
Brookline Commission for Diversity, Inclusion, and Community Relations
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee
Age Friendly Cities Committee
Indigenous People’s Day Committee
Hidden Brookline
Women Thriving Inc.
Domestic Violence Roundtable 

The Director serves as the Town’s Chief Diversity Officer.  The Office provides 
assistance in applying for health insurance and other entitlement programs and 
advocates for those who may face discrimination, unfair housing practices, 
stereotyping and social injustice.  

FY2022 Objectives 
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FY21 Accomplishments

To continue to evaluate and modify Town strategies designed to promote 
diversity in its workforce and Town boards/commissions.

1. 

To collaborate with Town agencies/organizations to increase voter 
participation with emphasis on the young adult and low-income populations. 

2. 

To collaborate with Town agencies, departments, and community entities to 
create and promote cultural events within the Town. 

3. 

To assist individuals to resolve complaints of discriminatory behavior and 
practices that occur in the Town.

4. 

Encourage and monitor each Town Department 's Diversity and Inclusion 
plans. 

5. 

To have Town adopt a Data Management System that tracks the Diversity of 
vendors and contractors used by the Town.

6. 

Implement a community engagement process. 7. 
To address ADA action plan items. 8. 
Implement action items provided by the Racial Equity Consultant as 

warranted. 
9. 

To coordinate with HR to implement a Worker Satisfaction Survey.10.
 

Continued to provide professional and administrative support to the Diversity, 
Inclusion, and Community Relations Commission, the Women’s Commission, 
the Commission for Disabilities, Indigenous People’s Day Committee, and 
Hidden Brookline.

1. 

Continued to collaborate with Town agencies and departments through the 
Brookline Domestic Violence Roundtable to commence domestic violence 
awareness campaigns and programs through a Domestic Violence Vigil, 
Domestic Abuse Workshop, and new written resources and materials.

2. 

Collaborated with Town agencies, departments, and community entities to 
create and promote cultural and diverse events within the Town, such as the 
Lunar New Year and Pride Month activities. 

3. 

Assisted individuals to resolve complaints of discriminatory behavior and 
practices that occur in the Town. 

4. 

Held two racial equity training for Department Heads and conducted a racial 
equity audit of Town Departments.

5. 

In conjunction with the CDICR created a Town-Wide Community Engagement 
Plan.

6. 

Onboarded a Community Engagement Organizer in charge of implementing 
the Community Engagement Plan.

7. 

In conjunction with the CDICR and community members developed the 
process and application for the Racial Equity Advancement Fund.

8. 

Continued collaboration with the Economic and Community Development 
Department to provide a Business Access In-Service and other resources with 
the intention of increasing physical access and inclusions in local businesses.

9. 

Provide staff support to Town-Wide Co-Vid mitigation efforts.10.
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Town of Brookline FY22 Program Budget
Public Safety l Police

Program Description
The Police Mission:
To work in partnership with citizens to ensure that all people enjoy a high quality of 
life without fear of crime.  To work together to solve problems and provide the 
most responsive and highest quality police service.  To proactively prevent crime, 
maintain order, and apprehend offenders in a manner consistent with the law.

Our Values:
The Department subscribes to the following set of governing values that state its 
beliefs as a police organization:
1.  The most important asset of a Police organization is its personnel.
2.  Excellence for the members of the Brookline Police Department is based upon 
fairness, integrity, hard work, and professionalism in the performance of their 
duties.
3.  Commitment to providing the highest quality of professional law enforcement 
with the goal of enhancing the quality of life within the community.
4.  Build partnerships with citizens in order to ensure personal safety, protect 
individual rights, protect property, and promote individual responsibility and 
community commitment.
5.  Secure and maintain public respect in order to ful�ll the Department's duties by 
acknowledging that the quality of life in the community is affected by not only the 
absence of fear of crime, but also by the absence of crime itself.

The Department consists of the following seven subprograms:

1.  The Administration and Support Division provides overall control of the 
functions of the Department.  It maintains records, provides communication and 
technology equipment and trains personnel in its uses, and distributes weapons 
and supplies.  It also includes the Public Safety Business O�ce, a group 
responsible for all �nancial and budgetary matters for both the Police Department 
and the Fire Department.   
2.  The Patrol Division continuously patrols all sectors of town looking for criminal 
activity and serves as a deterrent by its presence.  The Patrol function is vital and, 
for that reason, the Chief has directed that there be a minimum sta�ng policy 

7.A.

Page: 126



FY22 Section 4I Police 42

maintained daily: during the day 17 o�cers are on duty; during the evening there 
are 14 o�cers; and during the late-night/early-morning shift there are 13 o�cers.
3.  The Criminal Investigation Unit is responsible for the investigation of all violent 
crimes, including murder, rape, armed robbery, assault, and narcotic violations, and 
maintains the safety of all evidence.
4.  The Community Relations Division is charged with facilitating a spirit of 
cooperation between the public and the Department that helps to enhance the 
quality of life for all citizens.
5.  The Tra�c and Parking Division is responsible for enforcing all laws and 
regulations relating to tra�c within town.
6.  The Public Safety Dispatch Division is responsible for handling all police, �re, 
and ambulance calls, including E-911.
7.  One patrol o�cer functions as the Town's Animal Control o�cer.  The Animal 
Control o�cer normally works �ve days a week. All Brookline Police O�cers are 
responsible for enforcing the Town's animal control laws, and will continue to do 
so when the Animal Control o�cer is off duty.
FY22 Objectives
Patrol Division

Community Service Division:

Train and integrate the current 6 new recruits through their probationary year.1. 
Continue on duty scenario based training for Patrol O�cers2. 
Explore incorporating the use of electric bicycles into the Patrol Division to 

help connect with and respond to community concerns while increasing the 
ability to respond promptly to emergency situations

3. 

Train designated Patrol O�cers as Field Training O�cers4. 
Actively recruit new o�cers while focusing our efforts to increase diversity 

among all our personnel
5. 

Expand training to include roll call, live scenarios, on-duty, and mutli-agency, 
as.48 hours of annual in-service training is not su�cient with the changing 
demands placed on the o�cers to keep them readied and up-to-date.

1. 

Continue the coordinating training with area police departments including 
Boston and Northeastern University, Chelsea, Cambridge and through the Metro 
Boston Police Collaborative.  

2. 

Further evolve the family services unit. This unit of social workers, CSD, 
Detectives and CIT o�cers meets in an effort to mitigate the trauma of 
domestic violence, mental health, substance abuse, as well as youth and 
families in crisis. Currently some services for our youth, victims of domestic 
violence and families are not fully centralized. Examine if services were 
streamed- lined under one command structure would it result in more effective 
delivery of services.

3. 

Continue to expand outreach to youth in the community though the Brookline 
Teen Center and have already developed a wonderful relationship with the new 
Brookline Teen Center director. 

4. 

Expand social media reach and increase followership and information 
sharing. We are committed to do this through the use of video snippets. 

5. 
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Community Relations /Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)/Critical Incident Stress 
Management (CISM)

Criminal Investigations Unit

Tra�c and Parking Division

Public Safety Dispatch Division

Animal Control

Instagram, Facebook and YouTube.

Hold 6 40-hour trainings, including two speci�cally for local College and 
University agencies that we partner with, to meet this emerging demand.

1. 

Hold at least 4 MHFA trainings to maintain 100% of our agency trained.2. 
Hold a minimum of two additional one day “advanced” trainings3. 
Continue to integrate our clinician into calls for service4. 
Continue to reexamine and streamline the use of the CIT model5. 

Deter bicycle thefts through multi-pronged approach including standard 
investigations, multi-jurisdictional, public awareness, and private business 
cooperation. 

1. 

Work with other agencies and jurisdictions to identify criminal elements 
impacting Brookline  

2. 

Certify additional Detectives in sexual assault investigations through MPTC3. 
Certify additional Detectives in crime scene processing and death 

investigations 
4. 

Obtain and utilize tablets for investigations5. 
Obtain TruNarc Spectrometer or Narco pouch testing kits and training for �eld 

use
6. 

Continue to improve the pro�ciency of our Motorcycle Unit through training 
opportunities and involvement in special events. . 

1. 

Return to ‘normal’ operations with improvements adjusted from COVID 
protocols. Includes streamline customer service at Clerks O�ce

2. 

Implement software for details and hiring as well as integrate with personnel 
daily assignments.

3. 

Continue to work with DPW in addressing Transportation Department 
initiatives on parking and bike lanes. Work with the Schools on safe pedestrian 
crossings

4. 

To ensure all E911 Dispatchers receive continuing education1. 
To continue to seek grant funding from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

State 911 Department to assist with E911 Dispatcher training and education, as 
well as personnel and equipment costs for the Public Safety Dispatcher Center.

2. 

To continue to train new E911 Dispatchers utilizing the Communications 
Training Program. 

3. 

To train all E911 Dispatchers on utilization of Purvis Fire Station Alerting 
system. 

4. 

Creation of duties and responsibilities for new Lead Dispatcher or Shift 
Supervisor positions on each shift within the Public Safety Dispatch Center

5. 

To continue to maintain state required approved continuing education credits.1. 
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FY21 Accomplishments
Patrol Division
1. All Patrol O�cers have been CIT trained.
2. Increased number of O�cers in the Patrol Bicycle Unit
3. Adapted Patrol Report taking procedures for alternative reporting and 
response practices to increase public health safety during COVID-19
4. Procured and deployed health safety equipment and administrative process to 
minimize the threat of spreading COVID-19
5. Integrated K-9 O�cers into the Patrol Division
Community Service Division (CSD)
1. We were able to assign an o�cer to assist with department wide Training BPD 
now has multiple o�cers who are certi�ed trainers for the MPTC. Most important 
among these trainers are the number of o�cers who are ICAT-De-escalation 
Trained. The department’s commitment to de-escalation continues to grow and 
this has been a great accomplishment for BPD. 
2. A previously unlisted objective, one we could not have planned for, was the 
Division’s response to the COVID emergency. WE have cross trained o�cers and 
developed a law enforcement public health approach in CSD. WE did not realize 
these skills would be integral to a response to a pandemic. Three of the �ve key 
personnel at the EOC were CSD o�cers-While the rest of the community, state and 
region shut down, these o�cers spent months putting the safety and wellness of 
the community before themselves. 
3. The Roll call training program became more established. CSD did an 
outstanding job adjusting to the changing demands that were thrust upon them. 
Most notable among this was the roll call training implemented speci�c to dealing 
with citizens with COVID. 
4. Unfortunately we were unable to hold our planned 3rd annual Police Summer 
Program due to COVID.
5. CSD led the way in community partnerships. The School Resource O�cer 
(SRO) was instrumental in bringing a sense of stability and support to Brookline 
High School. The SRO has been widely lauded as a key partner in helping make the 
stressful high school experience more manageable. 
Criminal Investigations Unit
1. Successfully investigated homicide in Brookline resulting in an arrest and 
indictment. 
2. Detectives attended training (mostly virtual) to include: National Cyber Crimes 
Conference and Cellebrite Basic Cell phone investigations. 

To continue to seek additional Animal Control O�cer and Supervisor training, 
to ensure all police o�cers are able to appropriately respond to animal related 
calls.

2. 

To continue to increase public awareness and education on animal control 
laws and issues.

3. 

To continue to work cooperatively with Town departments, state, and regional 
agencies that have a role in animal control issues.

4. 
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3. Established alternate location for Division in order to separate work space as 
part of COVID precautions. 
4. Worked with multiple agencies to identify a bike theft ring and clear out their 
chop shop operation
5. Investigated and charged B&E suspect responsible for south side residential 
breaks
Tra�c and Parking Division 
1. Tra�c Clerks and PSBO O�ces are complete with the addition of higher desk 
separators and all necessary technology systems put in place. This included �nal 
touches from the earlier move to this speci�c o�ce space from across the lobby. 
2. With regard to COVID, the Clerk’s o�ce initiated steps to safeguard services 
internally and to the public. This included the removal of counter/in person 
services and the expansion of telecommunications for ticket processing and RMV 
matters. 
3. Website updates to assist the public with access to services as well as 
promoting e-mail, mail in and telephone hearings for parking ticket appeals. 
4. We also alternated our essential clerical staff with in person and at home 
schedules. One Clerk’s position and one Meter Collector position were eliminated 
due to COVID related budget cuts.
5. Although the Marathon will not take place this spring, we continue to manage 
all regular special events in Town. 
Public Safety Dispatch Division 
1. Ongoing continuing education for all E911 Dispatchers. 
2. Sought and received three grants from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
State 911 Department which assists with funding of E911 Dispatcher training 
courses and fees, personnel costs, and equipment used for day-to-day operations 
of the Public Safety Dispatch Center. The three grants amounted to $210,915.90.
3. Developed and implemented a structured Communications Training Program
4. Trained and certi�ed six new E911 Dispatchers. 
5. Certi�ed two E911 Dispatchers as APCO Communications Training O�cers. 
Animal Control
1. Completed Massachusetts required approved continuing education credits.
2. Attending approved online animal control related trainings.
3. Conducted enforcement of State and Town by Law animal related issues.
4. Assist Brookline agencies, residents and outside agencies in enhancing 
animal control procedures, and resolving animal control related issues.
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Public Safety Dispatch

Animal Control
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EPSTEIN & AUGUST, LLP 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

875 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

SUITE 31 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 

TEL: (617) 951-9909 

peter@epsteinandaugust.com 

 

 

 

 

         Peter J. Epstein 

 

 

TO:        Brookline Select Board 

FROM:  Peter J. Epstein 

DATE:   March 3, 2021 

RE:         RCN Transfer Process 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

  

  RCN Telecom Services of Massachusetts, LLC (“RCN”) is one of the two current cable television Licensees 

serving the Town of Brookline. RCN’s parent is Radiate Holdings, LP (“Radiate”). Radiate filed an FCC Form 

394 with the Town, dated December 7, 2020, seeking the Select Board’s approval to transfer control of RCN to 

Stonepeak Associates, IV LLC. As required by State regulations, the Select Board held a public hearing on the 

transfer on February 2, 2021. The Select Board is now required to make a decision on the transfer request no later 

than April 7, 2021, but can do so sooner. To this end, I have drafted a simple motion approving the transfer, as 

well as a draft letter conveying that decision to the Massachusetts Department of Telecommunications and Cable; 

both documents are attached hereto. 

 

  In the meantime, please let me know if you have any questions about this transfer process. 

 

 

RCN TRANSFER MOTION 
 

MOVED: The Brookline Select Board hereby votes to approve the transfer of control of the Brookline Cable 

Television Renewal License, dated April 27, 2018, from Radiate Holdings, LP to Stonepeak Associates, IV LLC. 
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     3 3 3  W AS H I NG T O N S T R E E T  

     MELVIN A.  KLECKNER                                       BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS  02445 
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  F AX :  ( 6 1 7 )  7 3 0 - 2 0 5 4  
                                                                                                                         w w w . b r o o k l i n e m a . g o v   

         

 

 

Memorandum  

  

 

MEMO TO:  Select Board 

FROM:  Mel Kleckner, Town Administrator 

DATE:   March 5, 2021 

SUBJECT:  Recommendation to Sell 15-19 Oak Street 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I am recommending for the Select Board’s consideration the sale of the three residential 

condominium units located at 15, 17 and 19 Oak Street.  As you know, these properties were 

acquired by the Town to accommodate the space needs of a new (9th) elementary school planned 

to be constructed on adjacent Town owned property.  With the failure of the Baldwin tax 

referendum, these properties have become surplus. The Town temporarily borrowed $4.7 million 

to meet its combined purchase of these properties.  Amortized over a 25-year period, the annual 

debt service will commence at over $350,000.  Over its lifetime, this debt will cost the Town 

nearly $7 million in combined principal and interest.  

 

After a transitional period of renting back the units to the former owners, the condos are now 

vacant and available for re-sale.  With no rental income coming in, and a decision looming on 

the permanent financing of this debt obligation, it is essential that we make a prompt decision 

about the disposition of these properties. In addition to the cost of annual debt service, the Town 

is obligated to maintain insurance coverage and to make major repairs including replacement of 

HVAC systems, the roof and other essential building systems.  While these properties are 

currently in good condition, the Town will need to program these future capital improvements 

into its CIP.   

 

The Town has two alternatives to selling the properties; 1.)  they can be leased to residential 

tenants for market rent, including the payment of utilities and expenses, or 2.) they can be re-

purposed for a municipal use.  For the Town to re-purpose them for municipal office or 

classroom use, it would likely require several hundreds of thousands of dollars to adapt them to 

meet code requirements for disability access and enhanced life safety systems.  It appears that 

existing School department leases provide sufficient capacity for their office and supplemental 

classroom space needs in the short term.  The lease option would likely generate $175,000 in 

combined annual rent and cover most of the Town’s operating expenses.  However, this rental 

income is insufficient to meet our annual debt service costs and it keeps the Town in an 

ownership role with all of the costs, obligations and uncertainty of being a landlord.  An 

 
TOWN of BROOKLINE   

Massachusetts 
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additional benefit of selling the properties is getting the property taxes that would otherwise be 

due if the Town was not the owner.  Based on the current assessed value, we project new annual 

taxes of about $36,500 from these three properties. In addition, when these properties are added 

to the tax rolls, it will provide a one-time financial benefit of about $46,000 in New Growth to 

our Fiscal Year 2023 tax levy. 

 

The properties were acquired in December of 2019 at the following prices; 

 

   -15 Oak Street  $1,500,000 

   -17 Oak Street  $1,600,000 

   -19 Oak Street  $1,600,000 

      $4,700,000 

 

The current appraised value for these three properties totals $4,877,000.  We would establish the 

appraised value as the minimum bid and hope that market forces and the competitive nature of 

the sale would generate even higher value. After covering up to $50,000 in recording fees and 

other expenses required to market the properties for sale, state law requires the proceeds from the 

sale of municipally owned property to first be used to retire any indebtedness the Town incurred 

for its initial acquisition of the asset.  Any remaining amounts may be used for any purpose for 

which a town is authorized to incur debt for a period of five years or more.  This includes a wide 

range of capital expenditures.  

 

In summary, with the abandonment of the Baldwin School project, we see no strategic value in 

the Town retaining these high quality residential properties. We believe an outright sale of the 

properties is in the best long term financial interests of the Town as opposed to leasing them or 

using them for a municipal purpose. 

 

Finally, the sale option could allow the Town to place restrictions on the use of the property.  For 

example, the Town could place permanent restrictions to require affordability.  If the Board was 

inclined to do so, we would need to better understand the diminution of value that such a 

restriction would impose and its implications. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

 

 

cc: Dr. James Marini, Interim Superintendent of Schools 

 Jeana Franconi, Finance Director 

 David Geanakakis, Chief Procurement Officer 

 Rachid Belhocine, Acting Chief Assessor 

Charles Simmons, Director of Public Buildings 

Daniel Bennett, Building Commissioner 

Jonathan Simpson, Associate Town Counsel 

Melissa Goff, Deputy Town Administrator 

 Michael Sandman, Chair, Advisory Committee 

 

9.A.

Page: 137



2 

 

MAY 19, 2021 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

INDEX 

 

 

ARTICLE NO.    TITLE 

 

 

1. Appointment of Measurers of Wood and Bark.  (Select Board)  

 

2. Approval of Collective Bargaining Agreements.  (Human Resources) 

 

3. Annual authorization of Compensating Balance Agreements.  (Treasurer/Collector)  

 

4. Report on the close-out of special appropriations / Bond Authorization Rescission.  

(Select Board) 

 

5. Approval of unpaid bills of a prior fiscal year.  (Select Board)  

 

6. Acceptance of legislation to increase certain property tax exemptions.  (Assessors) 

 

7. Retroactive Application of Bond Premium for the Driscoll School. (Select Board) 

 

8. Authorize the acceptance of a grant of emergency access easement and restrictive 

covenant prohibiting certain future development from the developer of the Residences 

of South Brookline at Hancock Village.  (Select Board) 

 

9. Annual (FY22) Budget Appropriations Article. (Advisory Committee) 

 

10. FY22 Budget Amendment. (Brown) 

 

11. Amend Article 2.1 of the Town’s General Bylaws to include a statement in Town 

Meeting Procedures acknowledging the history of Indigenous people in Brookline..  

(Indigenous People Celebration Committee) 

 

12. Amend Articles 2.5 and 2.2 of the Town’s General Bylaws to require certain roll-call 

votes in the Combined Reports. (Toffel, et al) 

 

13. Amend Article 3.14 of the Town’s General Bylaws to extend the effective date of 

amendments to Article 3.14 adopted by Town Meeting on December 12, 2019.  

(CDICR) 

 

14. Amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaws pertaining to Short Term Rentals. (Moderator’s 

Committee on Short Term Rentals) 

 

15. Amend the Town’s General Bylaws pertaining to Short Term Rentals (Moderator’s 

Committee on Short Term Rentals) 
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16. Amend Article 10.2 of the Town’s General Bylaws pertaining to the enforcement of 

Short Term Rental Regulations (Moderator’s Committee on Short Term Rentals) 

 

17. Amend the Town’s General Bylaws pertaining to Short Term Rentals (Roberts, et. al) 

 

18. Amend the Town's Preservation Commission and Historic Districts Bylaw to extend the 

Lawrence Local Historic District (Preservation Commission) 

 

19. Amend Article 8.37 of the Town’s General Bylaws pertaining to Marijuana 

Establishments (Planning and Community Development Department) 

 

20. Amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaws to conform to amended state regulations pertaining 

to the licensing and regulation of Marijuana Couriers and Delivery Operators.  (Planning 

and Community Development Department) 

 

21. Amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaws pertaining to micro unit dwellings and  age restricted 

units in the Emerald Island Special District (Planning and Community Development 

Department) 

 

22. Amend Article 3.21 of the Town’s General Bylaws to require the posting of agenda 

packets on the Town’s website.  (Toffel et. al.) 

 

23. Amend Section 4.08 of the Town’s Zoning Bylaw pertaining to Affordable Housing 

Requirements.  (Blood) 

 

24. Amend Article 3.12 of the Town’s General Bylaws to establish a Sustainability Division 

within the Department of Planning and Community Development.  (Select Board) 

 

25. Amend Sections 5.06 and 2.06 of the Town's Zoning By-law to require new buildings 

in the Emerald Island Special District to be Fossil Fuel Free (FFF).  (Scanlon et. al) 

 

26. Amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaws to incentivize Fossil Fuel Free (FFF) infrastructure 

in new construction and significant rehabilitation of buildings by special permit. 

(Cunningham et. al) 

 

27. Petition for a special act exempting the Brookline Housing Authority from certain 

bidding requirements for the construction and development of affordable housing at 32 

Marion Street.  (Scanlon, et al) 

 

28. Petition for a special act authorizing the expenditure of a certain sum from the Town’s 

Marijuana Mitigation Stabilization Fund for the purpose of advancing racial equity.  

(Select Board) 

 

29. Amend Article 8.10 of the Town’s General Bylaws to permit the use of sidewalks and 

outdoor premises for year-round outdoor restaurant seating.  (Planning and Community 

Development Department) 
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30. Amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaws to authorize year-round outdoor restaurant seating.  

(Planning and Community Development Department) 

 

31. Petition for a special act pertaining to speed regulations on the Town’s public ways. 

(Transportation Board) 

 

32. Amend the Town’s General Bylaws to establish a Community Preservation Committee.  

(Select Board) 

 

33. Amend the Town’s General Bylaws to require public notification of the Town’s 

eligibility for certain emergency, disaster or stimulus funds and public hearings on the 

use of such funds.  (Sweitzer, at al) 

 

34. Resolution pertaining to the adoption of a voluntary Payment in Addition to Tax 

(“PIATT”) Program.  (Harris et. al) 

 

35. Resolution to encourage voting in Brookline.  (Ishak, et. al)  

 

36. Resolution to establish a Moderator’s Committee to report on and address the Brookline 

Fiscal Advisory Committee’s February 2020 Report recommendations. (Toffel, et.al) 

 

37. Resolution pertaining to the declaration of a Climate Emergency and adoption of a 

Climate Crisis Action Plan.  (Norton, et al) 

 

38. Resolution to create a Fisher Hill Study Committee (Brown et. al) 

 

39. Resolution to create a Babcock Street Parking Lot Study Committee (Brown et. al) 

 

40. Resolution to provide additional funding and explore future partnerships with the 

Brookline Interactive Group ("BIG") and establish a committee to reexamine current 

and future grant of location and cable benefits to the Town.  (Saltzman, et al) 

 

41. Reports of Town Officers and Committees.  (Select Board) 
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2021 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT REPORT 

 

The Select Board and Advisory Committee respectfully submit the following report on Articles 

in the Warrant to be acted upon at the 2021 Annual Town Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 

May 19, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Note: The following pages of this report are numbered consecutively under each article. 
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Annual Town Meeting 
 

4824-0690-3519, v. 3 

x-1

_________ 
ARTICLE XX 

 
___________                 ____ 
XXXXXXXX_ARTICLE 
Submitted by:  Select Board 
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board, on such terms and conditions 
that are in the best interest of the Town, to accept:  
 

(1) a grant of an easement from ROSB Realty LLC, or one of its successors or 
assigns, for ingress and egress in, over and through land between Thornton Road 
and land described as the Lot E1 Surface Parking Lot, more specifically shown as 
the “Easement Area” on the diagram below.  Said easement is further described in 
the Emergency Access Easement Agreement previously approved by the Select 
Board contingent on subsequent Town Meeting authorization.  For reference, Lot 
E1 is located on Parcel 3B shown on a plan entitled “Hancock Village, Plan of 
Land in Brookline/Boston, MA (Norfolk/Suffolk County) Scale 1” = 100’, Date: 
September 20, 2018 by Precision Land Surveying, Inc.” recorded with the 
Norfolk Registry of Deeds (the “Registry”) at Plan Book 684 of 2019, at Page 61.  

 
and 
 

(2) the restrictive covenant in favor of the Town between the Town and The 
Residences of South Brookline LLC and ROSB Realty LLC prohibiting the 
construction of any new structures or paved surfaces not permitted by the 
Comprehensive Permit (issued to The Residences of South Brookline LLC and 
filed with the Brookline Town Clerk on February 20, 2015 and recorded with the 
Registry on November 1, 2019 in Book 37307, Page 241) on the property shown 
as Parcels 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D on that certain plan entitled “Hancock Village, Plan 
of Land in Brookline/Boston, MA (Norfolk/Suffolk County) Scale 1” = 100’, 
Date: September 20, 2018 by Precision Land Surveying, Inc.” recorded with the 
Registry at Plan Book 684 of 2019, at Page 61-66.  The restrictive covenant is 
further described in the Declaration of Restrictive Covenant previously approved 
by the Select Board contingent on subsequent Town Meeting authorization.  
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x-2

 
 
 

 
 
Or act on anything relative thereto. 
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Annual Town Meeting 
 

4824-0690-3519, v. 3 

x-3

PETITIONER’S ARTICLE DESCRIPTION 
 

This article will authorize the Select Board to accept two interests in real estate from 
ROSB Realty LLC and The Residences of South Brookline LLC (collectively, the 
“Developer”) in connection with the Developer’s construction of the Residences of 
South Brookline 40B development.  The conveyance of these two interests by the 
Developer to the Select Board are requirements under the Developer’s Comprehensive 
Permit filed with the Brookline Town Clerk on February 20, 2015 and recorded with the 
Norfolk Registry of Deeds on November 1, 2019 in Book 37307, Page 241 (as modified, 
the “Comprehensive Permit”), and both interests are memorialized in corresponding 
recordable instruments, previously voted on and executed by the Select Board contingent 
on subsequent Town Meeting authorization. 
 
The Emergency Access Easement Agreement is a non-exclusive easement allowing fire 
trucks, other emergency vehicles and other public emergency apparatus to access a 
surface parking lot and appurtenant buildings directly from Thornton Road, as 
contemplated by Conditions 28 and 43(f) of the Comprehensive Permit.   
 
The restrictive covenant is intended to prohibit construction of any new structures or 
paved surfaces not permitted by the Comprehensive Permit on the property shown as 
Parcels 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D on that certain plan entitled “Hancock Village, Plan of Land 
in Brookline/Boston, MA (Norfolk/Suffolk County) Scale 1” = 100’, Date: September 
20, 2018 by Precision Land Surveying, Inc.” recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds 
at Plan Book 684 of 2019, at Page 61-66, as contemplated by Conditions 17 and 43(f) of 
the Comprehensive Permit.  For ease of reference, this is the area surrounding the large, 
multi-family component of the Residences of South Brookline development as well as the 
northern edge of Hancock Village. 
 
Copies of the Emergency Access Easement Agreement and the Declaration of Restrictive 
Covenant will be posted online alongside the Warrant. 
 

_________________________________ 
SELECT BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION 

 
 

-------------- 
____________________________________________ 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION 
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STUDY REPORT 
 

PROPOSED EXTENSION 
OF THE 

LAWRENCE LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 

Brookline, Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared for 
Kent Street Neighbors Group 

 
Prepared by 

Shantia Anderheggen, Preservation Strategies Consulting 
 

Edited by 
Valerie Birmingham and Tina McCarthy, Brookline Preservation Planners,  

Brookline Preservation Commission, 
Department of Planning and Community Development 

 
December 2020 
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SUMMARY SHEET 
 

 
Contact Person: Valerie Birmingham, Preservation Planner  
   Town of Brookline, Planning Department 
   vbirmingham@brooklinema.gov 
   617-730-2089 
 
Study Committee: Brookline Preservation Commission 
 

Members 
Elton Elperin, Chair  
Richard Panciera, Vice Chair  
James Batchelor  
Wendy Ecker  
David Jack  
Peter Kleiner  
David King 
 
Alternate 
Elizabeth Armstrong  
John Spiers 
 
 

 
Date of Public Hearing: March 1, 2021 
 
Date of Town Meeting: Begins May 19, 2021 
 
Total Number of Properties in Proposed Extension to the Lawrence LHD:  Seven (7) parcels 
 
              
 
Conclusion:  The majority of the residents of that portion of Kent Street that lies north of 
Longwood Avenue and south of Colchester Street are in agreement that their neighborhood 
deserves the recognition and protection of a Local Historic District. Upon study, the Brookline 
Preservation Commission agrees and thus recommends LHD status for this area within the Town 
of Brookline. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The subject of this Preliminary Study Report is the proposed expansion of the Lawrence Local 

Historic District (the Lawrence LHD), established in 2011 in the Town of Brookline, 

Massachusetts, with the addition of seven (7) properties located north of the existing Lawrence 

LHD (see Appendix A). The subject area of this proposed extension is located entirely within 

the Longwood National Register Historic District (the Longwood NR District), which also 

coincides with a portion  of the existing Lawrence LHD. 

 

The former hamlet of Muddy River was incorporated as the town of Brookline in 1705, bounded 

by the Charles River to the north and, in this part of Brookline, the Muddy River to the east; 

these boundaries remained unchanged until the 19th century, when Brookline’s Charles River 

frontage was annexed to the City of Boston and the Muddy River was reconstructed as part of 

the Emerald Necklace. The nearby Longwood area of Brookline -- including the subject area of 

this report -- developed during the 19th century, after a large tract of woodlands and marshes 

along the Muddy River was subdivided and sold for building lots. While its topography and 

distance from the commercial centers of Brookline Village and Coolidge Corner delayed this 

area’s initial development, the process occurred quickly in the last decades of the 19th century. 

The original Aspinwall and Stearns farms and estates were replaced by distinguished 

“suburban” residences for businessmen and professionals wishing to move to the country. The 

presence of the Brookline Branch rail line, and especially the Longwood, Chapel, and Brookline 

Village stations, helped facilitate this suburban growth.  

 

In the first decade of the 21st century, the expanding economy and the Lawrence 

neighborhood’s proximity to the Longwood Medical Area of Boston led to renewed 

development pressure and threats to numerous historic buildings on St. Francis Street, Saint 

Paul Street, Sewall Avenue, Harrison Street, Kent Street, and Longwood Avenue, specifically 

from the medical and educational institutions in the nearby Longwood Medical Area. Thus, in 

2011, the Lawrence LHD was established as a tool for addressing these development pressures 

in the neighborhood. As the third decade of the 21st century begins, the residential area north 
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of the existing Lawrence LHD -- along Kent Street between Longwood Avenue and Colchester 

Street -- faces similar development pressures with a proposal to demolish two of the earliest 

historic single-family houses and potentially develop the two parcels more intensely with 

newly-constructed condominium buildings. 

 

Local Historic Districts in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

The first Local Historic Districts (LHDs) in Massachusetts were established in 1955 to protect 

historic resources on Nantucket and Boston’s Beacon Hill. Currently, more than 250 multi-

property LHDs have been established statewide under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 

40c (MGL Chapter 40C), the Historic Districts Act. Offering the strongest protection possible 

for the preservation of historic buildings, structures, and community fabric, LHDs provide a 

mechanism to manage change -- and avoid inappropriate alteration and demolition -- by 

granting a community’s historic district commission responsibility to review significant exterior 

alterations to properties located within the boundaries of an LHD and visible from a public 

way, park, or body of water. Brookline currently has eight (8) LHDs. Cottage Farm, established 

by Town Meeting in 1979, was the first in Brookline, followed by Pill Hill (1983), Graffam-

McKay (2004), Chestnut Hill North (2005), Harvard Avenue (2005), Lawrence (2011), Wild-

Sargent (2012), and Crowninshield (2015). For more information about Brookline’s LHDs and 

the design review for these areas, Design Guidelines for Local Historic Districts, (2003; rev. ed. 

2006; forthcoming rev. ed. 2021) is available on the town website and provides a 

comprehensive overview of how these districts function 

(http://www.brooklinema.gov/Preservation/).  

 

Section 2 of MGL Chapter 40C sets forth the purpose of local historic districts, as follows: The 

purpose of this chapter is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of 

the public through the preservation and protection of the distinctive characteristics of buildings 

and places significant in the history of the commonwealth and its cities and towns or their 

architecture, and through the maintenance and improvement of settings for such buildings and 

places and the encouragement of design compatible therewith. 
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Process and Timeline for Proposal   

This Preliminary Study Report has been taken up by the Brookline Preservation Commission, 

acting as the Local Historic District Study Committee (LHDSC), in accordance with the 

provisions of MGL Chapter 40C. The LHDSC is required to submit the Preliminary Study Report 

to the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) and the municipal Planning Board sixty 

(60) days before the public hearing that is required prior to a vote of Town Meeting. While the 

MHC will vote on the acceptance of the Preliminary Study Report, the MHC’s role is advisory 

only. The municipal Planning Board has no statutory role other than being a recipient of the 

Preliminary Study Report. At least fourteen (14) days before the date of the public hearing, all 

property owners within the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD must be given written 

notice of the public hearing. Following the public hearing, the LHDSC will prepare the Final 

Study Report, which will then be submitted for consideration at the 2021 Spring Town 

Meeting.   

 

Longwood Historic District  

The Brookline Historical Commission (predecessor to the Preservation Commission) 

nominated the Longwood Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places (the NR) 

in 1978 (NR# 78000460) (see Appendix B). Extending south of Beacon Street to Longwood 

Avenue, along the west side of the Muddy River, the Longwood NR District documented an 

early Brookline neighborhood with a number of landmark buildings.  

 

Longwood NR District is a 52 acre residential area in the eastern side of Brookline and the 

properties in the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD are all within the boundaries of the 

Longwood NR District. The landscape of the neighborhood is primarily level uplands above the 

depressed ravine of the Muddy River. The district is attractively landscaped with tall trees, 

shrubs, well-maintained lawns, and gardens and hedges. Longwood Square, also known as the 

Longwood Mall, is the Longwood NR District's public open space. The MBTA tracks are 

bounded by a wooded buffer strip. The district’s street layout is a regular orthogonal pattern, 
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in contrast to most other areas of Brookline. The original residential character of the 

neighborhood has been maintained since its establishment in the mid-19th century.  

 

The Longwood NR District is significant both for its architecture as well as its history. Prior to 

1850, there was little development in the area immediately north of the Muddy River. 

Colchester Street, originally known as March Road, was the only thoroughfare in the district. 

Although the Boston and Worcester Railroad passed along the Charles River to the north, it 

was not until the arrival of the Brookline Branch Railroad (now the MBTA D-Line) that full-scale 

subdivision and construction began in the neighborhood. David Sears was largely responsible 

for the area's development; by ca. 1820/1, Sears had purchased more than 200 acres in the area 

of Judge Samuel Sewall's 17th century estate, intending to convert the meadowlands and 

marshes into a residential community. Sears bought about 500 acres that stretched from the 

Boston border on the east to Pleasant Street, and from the Charles River on the north across 

the Muddy River into Boston on the south, encompassing today's Longwood Medical Area. 

Eventually, the portion north of Beacon Street was called Cottage Farm, while the area south 

of Beacon Street retained the Longwood name.  

 

Portions of this NR district were later protected by the Lawrence LHD, primarily because 

redevelopment pressures increased significantly throughout the neighborhood between 2000 

and 2011. An ongoing concern was the push to develop from institutions, particularly the 

medical and educational institutions, in the nearby Boston Longwood Medical Area. Today, 

the Lawrence/Longwood area includes a small number of educational facilities, two churches, 

and a sampling of apartment buildings, including the historically significant Longwood Towers 

(ca. 1923). Despite constant Beacon Street traffic, denser apartment development to the west, 

and the nearby hospital complex in Boston, the Longwood NR District and Lawrence LHD 

together retain significant integrity as a late 19th and early 20th century landscaped residential 

area that preserves a wide and representative range of many styles of mid-to-late 19th century 

domestic architecture found in urban-suburban Boston, with the predominant building 

materials being stone, brick, shingles, stucco, and wood.  
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By the mid-20th century, the Kent Street area north of Longwood Avenue had become home 

to several private area institutions, but like the Lawrence LHD to the south, the neighborhood 

maintains its traditional residential character, home to Brookline professionals who desire to 

live in close proximity to the medical area and downtown Boston. Kent Street between 

Longwood Avenue and Colchester Street retains its historic streetscape and architectural 

integrity, nearly unchanged for 100 years. Local historic district protection of this significant 

and picturesque part of the neighborhood is essential to ensure that this well-preserved 

character is responsibly preserved and managed into the future.  

 

II. METHODOLOGY 

Neighborhood Interest in and Need for Preservation 

The seven (7) historic properties proposed to be added to the Lawrence LHD are located in the 

westernmost area of the Longwood NR District and directly north of Longwood Avenue and 

the northern boundary of the Lawrence LHD. The genesis of the proposed inclusion of these 

properties within an expanded Lawrence LHD is the continued and intense development 

pressure along Kent Street, with the proposed demolition of two historic buildings along the 

east side of Kent Street north of Longwood Avenue—116 Colchester Street and 295 Kent 

Street—in 2020. Four of the seven buildings proposed for inclusion in the Lawrence LHD are 

significant residences dating from the mid-19th to the early 20th centuries. 

 

South of the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD, in the present Lawrence LHD, 

redevelopment pressures increased significantly between 2000 and 2011. Pressure from 

institutions posed an ongoing concern, particularly the medical and educational institutions in 

the nearby Boston Longwood Medical Area that were expanding and seeking to demolish 

structures in order to construct non-residential buildings that would not be consonant with the 

residential character of the area. Redevelopment pressures in this area of Brookline were, in 

fact, the motivation for the establishment of the Lawrence LHD.   
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In 2020, the proposed demolition of another two historic properties on Kent and Colchester 

Street prompted property owners within that immediate area to coordinate the present 

Preliminary Study Report and propose an extension to the nearby Lawrence LHD to ensure 

both the preservation of the significant historic properties in this neighborhood and provide 

that future proposals for redevelopment are managed appropriately, including with 

preservation as a goal. 

 

Brookline Comprehensive Plan 

The 2005-2015 Brookline Comprehensive Plan, drafted in 2002, included the goals of supporting 

on-going survey work of the Town’s historic places and neighborhoods and identifying those 

areas eligible for listing as local historic districts.  The Plan’s “Visions and Recommendations” 

supports the preservation of neighborhoods and districts (“the unique and attractive qualities of 

Brookline's neighborhoods and districts will be maintained”) and historic resources (“…continue 

to respect and utilize structures and landscapes with historic significance that are part of its legacy 

for the future”). Further, the Comprehensive Plan’s Historic Preservation Strategies section 

states that while the “…Historic Resources element [of the Plan] outlines the Town’s overall 

approach to historic preservation…the historic resources in a neighborhood or district can be 

an important part of what makes it unique and attractive.” 

 

Other Town Planning Studies in the Longwood/Lawrence Neighborhoods 

In 2005, a Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD) Study commissioned by the Brookline 

Planning and Community Development Department suggested LHD designation for the North 

Lawrence area, defined by Longwood and Sewall Avenues between St. Paul Street on the west 

and Kent Street on the east. Eventually, the western part of this area was designated as the 

Greater Toxteth Neighborhood Conservation District (nullified by the 2019 Land Court decision 

“Hancock Village I, LLC vs. The Town of Brookline”) and the eastern part of the NCD eventually 

became the Lawrence LHD. Underlying much of the existing Lawrence LHD, and all of the area 

proposed for inclusion as an extension of this LHD, is the Longwood NR District. Unlike LHD 
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status, however, listing on the NR is primarily honorific and offers no permanent protection or 

preservation for the listed buildings and structures. 

 

Preliminary Study Report Documentation 

The basis of this current Preliminary Study Report is the Establishment of the Lawrence Local 

Historic District, authored by Timothy Orwig, Ph.D. in 2011 to promote the establishment of 

the Lawrence LHD, and further edited in 2020 to represent with accuracy the scope of the 2011 

approved Lawrence LHD. Additional research for this Preliminary Study Report included 

consultation of the records and files contained in the Massachusetts Cultural Resource 

Information System (MACRIS). Specifically, data sources include the historic building survey 

forms  and the state’s reconnaissance survey for the Town of Brookline, prepared by the Town 

of Brookline’s Preservation staff as well as documentation from primary and secondary source 

research conducted by that staff over many years, including local and regional newspapers; 

Brookline's building permits, deeds and plans contained in the Norfolk County Registry of 

Deeds; town atlases; and two NR nominations: the 1978 Longwood NR District (NR# 

78000460) and the 1985 Brookline Multiple Resource Area nomination (NR #64000274). 

Limitations on primary source research in 2020 resulted from the Covid-19 pandemic and 

resulting use and access restrictions at many libraries and archives. Digital resources 

supplemented what might normally have been accessible in person, including those at the 

Brookline Historical Society (digitized maps, reports and books), as well as the public records 

available through the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds. 

 

Secondary sources for Brookline’s history include: The Chronicle Souvenir of the Bicentennial 

(Brookline: Riverdale Press, 1905); Samuel Aspinwall Goddard, Recollections of Brookline: Being 

an Account of the Houses, the Families, and the Roads in Brookline, in the Years 1800 to 1810 

(Birmingham, England: E.C. Osborne, 1873); Harriet F. Woods, Historical Sketches of Brookline, 

Mass. (Boston: Davis, 1874); Charles Knowles Bolton, Brookline: The History of a Favored Town, 

Brookline: C.A.W. Spencer, 1897); Theodore F. Jones, Land Ownership in Brookline from the 

First Settlement (Brookline Historical Society, 1923); Greer Hardwicke, Built by Brookline 
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(Brookline Preservation Commission, 1990; rev. ed. provided by author); Roger Reed and Greer 

Hardwicke, Carriage House to Auto House (Brookline Preservation Commission, 2002); and 

Keith Morgan, ed., Buildings of Massachusetts: Metropolitan Boston (Charlottesville: University 

of Virginia Press, 2009). 

 

Public Hearings and Town Meeting 

The Preservation Commission held two public hearings on the proposed extension of the 

Lawrence LHD: one on December 8, 2020 and the other on December 29, 2020. The requisite 

Public Hearing prior to introduction of this proposal at Town Meeting will be held on March 1, 

2021. Finally, the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD will be considered at the Spring 

2021 Town Meeting, which begins on May 19, 2021. 

 

III. SIGNIFICANCE 

Historical Significance 

17th to Mid-19th Centuries 

The first European-American landholder in this area of Brookline was William Coleborne, who 

received 150 acres in the Muddy River area from the Town of Boston on January 8, 1638. His 

property extended from the shore of the Muddy River and its marshes a long distance 

westward, and was situated just to the north of the 250 acre allotment made to the Reverend 

John Cotton on that same day. Coleborne did not live on the land, but remained in Boston and 

rented it out. History records Coleborne as one of a group of “absentee landlords” from 

Boston, including the Leveretts, Olivers, and Hibbinses, whose heirs within a generation or two 

had sold their land to other families. Until the 19th century, however, several of the largest 

landholders in Brookline lived on their properties in the summer months, using them as farms 

and country homes and residing in Boston during the winters. 

 

In 1650, the Coleborne land closest to the Muddy River was sold to Peter Aspinwall and John 

Sharp (d. 1676), whose families would continue to own nearly all of the neighborhood for the 

next two centuries, until after the Civil War. According to a memoir by Samuel Aspinwall 
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Goddard, the Aspinwalls came to Boston from Liverpool in 1628, and to Brookline shortly 

afterwards. Peter Aspinwall built a house on the land in 1660, across Aspinwall Avenue from 

where St. Paul’s Episcopal Church stands today.  

 

By 1693, it was noted that ownership of the properties had descended through the families to 

Peter Aspinwall’s son Samuel Aspinwall (d. 1727) and John Sharp’s sons Robert and William 

Sharp. By 1746, Thomas Aspinwall (d. 1774), Samuel Aspinwall’s son, had consolidated 

holdings along the Muddy River and north into present-day Longwood neighborhood, with the 

exception of a small block of land owned by Robert Sharp (1688-1765). Before his death in 1774 

on the eve of independence, Thomas Aspinwall divided his farm between his two sons. He 

gave the land to the north of today’s Stearns Road/Newell Road corridor to Col. Thomas 

Aspinwall (1734-99). His other son, Dr. William Aspinwall, (1743-1823) received the land to the 

south of Stearns Road/Newell Road. Col. Thomas Aspinwall’s sons, according to Theodore 

Jones, had financial troubles and were forced to sell off their father’s lands north of Stearns 

Road/Newell Road and in the Longwood section. In 1812 Charles Stearns (1771-1864) bought 

the southwestern quarter of Thomas Aspinwall’s holdings, roughly equivalent to the 

Longwood Playground and points immediately north and west (to Sewall Avenue and beyond). 

By 1822, Stearns also had acquired the southern arm of the old Sharp marshland. Col. Thomas 

Aspinwall’s son, Thomas Aspinwall (1769-1843), held on to the southeastern quarter of his 

family’s farm (today the upper Kent Street corridor from Newell to Sewall) until 1833, when he 

sold that to Stearns as well.  

 

As new transportation routes were laid out, contiguous land increased in value because of its 

development potential. Some of the Sewall family's original property was purchased in 1820/1 

by David Sears, a patron of the arts, a founder of the Boston Atheneum, and a member of the 

Boston and Roxbury Mill Corporation, the company responsible for damming the Back Bay and 

launching residential development in the filled-in area. The building of the Mill Dam road out 

of Boston in 1821 improved access to Brookline, enhancing the Longwood area's development 

potential. Sears began buying the low-lying pasturelands and by 1830, some of the squares 
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were laid (Knyvet, Longwood, Mason, and Winthrop remain today) around which he would 

later build country houses for his friends, family, and associates. In 1848, he hired Alexander 

Wadsworth, a civil engineer, to lay out his estate as a parklike residential neighborhood which 

Sears called "Longwood" after Napoleon's estate on St. Helena. An avid amateur 

horticulturalist, Sears planted some 14,000 trees in the area (including the European beech 

trees imported from Europe that remain on Longwood Mall) and built large country residences 

intended for seasonal occupation.  

 

Mid- to-Late 19th Centuries 

A Brookline map from 1844 shows that the Longwood area was still largely swampy forest and 

marsh meadows. The closest houses were the William Aspinwall House (c. 1660, demolished 

1891) on a dead-end lane near what today is Aspinwall Avenue and Saint Paul Street, the 

Charles Stearns house at Harvard Street and Sewall Avenue, and the Colonel Thomas 

Aspinwall and David Sears houses (both since demolished) on the north side of Sewall Avenue. 

None of the current streets within the Lawrence LHD or the proposed extension of this LHD 

appear on the 1844 map, but the area was on the brink of becoming a residential suburb of 

Boston. 

 

By 1847, the railroad had become an important transportation development in the area, with a 

branch of the Boston and Albany Railroad running between Boston and Brookline Village. By 

1852, depots were added at Longwood (along the Muddy River just beyond the eastern edge of 

the neighborhood), Brookline Hills, and Reservoir and continuing west into Newton. The 

railway station at Brookline Village, as well as the two closest to the Longwood neighborhood 

and the Lawrence LHD -- the Chapel and Longwood stations (consolidated in the 1880s into 

the Longwood station) -- opened the area to residential development, although there appears 

to have been little development of any sort in this area until after the Civil War. Nonetheless, 

the commuter railroad clearly stimulated growth in this area of Brookline, resulting in 

picturesque subdivisions around Brookline Village and early Gothic style stone houses in the 
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London manner around the Longwood section, with several residential subdivisions laid out 

around Muddy River uplands. 

 

Beginning in 1850, Sears and his neighbor Amos A. Lawrence (1814-1886) had begun to 

develop the Cottage Farm neighborhood and continued to develop Longwood, which became 

one of the most fashionable areas in metropolitan Boston. The 1874 Brookline atlas shows the 

Kent Street corridor from Francis Street northward to Longwood Avenue and beyond 

beginning to develop the large houses on sizable lots that would characterize the Longwood 

NR district. Longwood Avenue, Sewall Avenue, and Kent Street were lined with large, refined 

homes, many of which only lasted 40 years or so, with economic demand driving their 

conversion into smaller single-family homes and apartment blocks. 

 

Late 19th to 20th Centuries 

With the arrival of the electric streetcar in the late 1880s, much of Brookline, particularly in the 

northern portion of the town, took on a “streetcar suburb” character, much of which is retained 

today.  As the population of the town grew in the last quarter of the 19th century and into the 

20th century, the electric streetcars and new utilities supported more development. Unlike the 

southern portion of Brookline, where large country estates persisted, the north section of the 

town grew rapidly with a wide variety of house types in a full range of styles, including in the 

Longwood neighborhood. 

 

Architectural Significance 

This area of Longwood is architecturally significant because it is one of two areas of the town 

(the other being Cottage Farm) that represent an unprecedented “suburban” character that 

began to develop in Brookline during the early part of the 19th century, with the period 

between 1820 and the 1880s characterized first by the development of suburban estates and 

later by their planned subdivision. Cottage Farm and Longwood became two of the earliest 

planned residential subdivisions in the Boston area, developed with architect-designed villas in 

picturesque styles.  
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As discussed above, improved transportation via the Mill Dam Road from Boston permitted 

David Sears to develop the northeast portion of Brookline into the Longwood area, which 

became one of Boston's earliest suburbs. High-style, architect-designed villas built of locally 

quarried Roxbury puddingstone in variations of the Gothic Revival style were joined by new 

early Mansards, including several stone Mansard cottages found on Colchester and Kent 

Streets, and in its earliest design, with a high style tower, at 287 Kent Street.  Further, this 

block long section of Kent Street reveals a development pattern not unfamiliar in rapidly-

developing urban communities of the late 19th and early 20th century, with large early estates 

(in this case, mostly from the 1870s) demolished and subdivided to produce, for example, the 

three Kent Street lots (282, 288, and 294) in the early part of the 20th century. The block’s four 

other properties were preserved as single-family residences until rehabilitated into 

condominium ownership or institutional ownership. 

 

By the first decade of the 20th century, some of the mid-19th century estates in the Longwood 

area were replaced with large Colonial Revival houses, a style generally symmetrical and 

rectangular and formal in design. Wood-framed and clapboard-sheathed, these buildings were 

often decoratively ornamented with features such as Palladian windows, pedimented dormers, 

dentilled cornices, and sidelights flanking center entrances. In more affluent neighborhoods 

such as Longwood, Fisher Hill, and Chestnut Hill, these houses were constructed on a grand 

scale, including Hartwell, Richardson and Driver’s design for 300 Kent Street, which features 

monumental columns among its many other fine Colonial Revival details. 

 

This neighborhood of Brookline retains a significant amount of its original as well as evolved 

character: all of the properties maintain landscaped settings with building placements and 

setbacks that are uniform, creating a streetscape appearance that is rhythmic and consistent.  
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Properties Proposed for Inclusion in the Lawrence LHD 

The seven (7) historic properties proposed for inclusion in the existing Lawrence LHD (see 

Appendix C) are contributing properties to the Longwood NR District established in 1978:  

 

 116 Colchester Street 

 282 Kent Street  

 287 Kent Street  

 288 Kent Street 

 294 Kent Street 

 295 Kent Street 

 300 Kent Street 

 

The buildings date between ca. 1870 and ca. 1935 and represent both the later 19th century 

style of property development and architectural design as well as the type of speculative 

property development and subdivision of larger estate properties that began to occur in the 

first few decades of the 20th century, and accelerated in the mid-century, in urban suburbs 

such as Brookline.  

 

All of the buildings in the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD are well-preserved and 

intact, and three (287 Kent Street, 295 Kent Street, and 300 Kent Street) clearly relay their 

original architectural styles. The building at the fourth large property (116 Colchester Street) 

was almost certainly constructed in ca. 1870, then comprehensively transformed, reflecting 

early 20th-century progressive ideas. Thus, it too relays its architectural significance and 

contributes to the character of this neighborhood. Finally, the three substantial Tudor Revival 

houses in the proposed extension (282 Kent Street, 288, Kent Street, and 294 Kent Street) 

were all built by the same builders/developers, Harry and Goldie Sklaver, and designed by the 

same architect, William J. Freethy. They represent the design and construction choices of the 

third decade of the 20th century, and are the last substantial architectural changes to the area 

of Longwood that is proposed for inclusion in the Lawrence LHD. 
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The subject parcels range in size from 9,402 sq. ft (294 Kent Street) to 44,320 sq. ft (287 Kent 

Street).  Although six are zoned SC-7 and one (300 Kent) is SC-10, their current uses are single-

family (three of the subject properties), condominium (two of the subject properties), and 

institutional (two of the subject properties).  Four (4) of the parcels (287 Kent Street, 295 Kent 

Street, 300 Kent Street, and 116 Colchester Street) retain their original lot lines as large, 

residential/estate-like landscaped lots. The remaining three parcels (282, 288 and 294 Kent 

Street) are smaller single-family houses on small lots that resulted from the ca. 1934 

subdivision of a larger parcel last owned by David P. Kimball et al.  

 

The style and materials of these seven houses is also quite varied but representative of the 

evolution of the neighborhood: Italianate, Mansard, Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival with 

wood-frame as well as masonry structural systems, and masonry (stone and brick), wood 

clapboarding, and stucco all represented as exterior sidewall sheathing materials. Architects 

for four of the seven buildings have been identified, most notably for 300 Kent Street, which 

was designed by the prolific and well-known firm of Hartwell, Richardson, and Driver in 1905. 

Architect William J. Freethy designed the three smaller brick houses, likely on speculation for 

developers Harry Sklaver and his wife Goldie, in ca. 1934/5. 

 

COLCHESTER STREET 

116 Colchester Street. BESSIE ONG HOUSE. Likely 1874 with ca. 1925/7 alterations. 

Constructed as a single-family residential dwelling in the Colonial Revival style. Howard Doane, 

Builder; architect is unknown. This is the northernmost property in the proposed extension of 

the Lawrence LHD, anchoring the west termination of Colchester Street at Kent Street.  An 

1881 deed transferring the property at 116 Colchester Street from Fisher Ames to Andrew 

Preston confirms that a dwelling house existed on this parcel, undoubtedly the same house 

depicted on the 1874 Brookline Atlas. In 1908, Bessie Ong received title to the property from 

her father, Andrew Preston, again with a dwelling house. In 1925, Augustine Bradford Conant 

and his wife Gwendolyn then purchased the property from Bessie W. Preston (formerly Bessie 
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Ong) and resided there until 1941, when the Conants sold the property to Wheelock College 

(then the Wheelock School). After 1944, 116 Colchester Street was operated as a residence hall 

known as Colchester House. In 2017, Wheelock College sold the property to its current owner, 

Longwood Ventures LLC, which in 2020 proposed demolition of the building. 

 

The existing building clearly took its current form between 1919 and 1927 (see the Preservation 

Commission Demolition Application Report, August 2020), based both on atlas research (no 

building permits have been identified for this parcel) as well as general architectural character 

of the building. While the 1908 deed is further confirmation that a dwelling existed on this 

parcel, it is not clear whether the current building replaced the earlier (pre-1881) house or 

whether the pre-1881 house was extensively altered and enlarged between 1919 and 1927, 

resulting in the building’s current appearance.  

Known Alterations 

1963 Fire Escape 

1996 All Windows Replaced 

 

KENT STREET 

282 Kent Street. GOLDIE SKLAVER HOUSE 1. (1935).  

Constructed as a single-family residential dwelling in the Tudor Revival style.  William J. 

Freethy, Architect. 282 Kent Street is shown as lot 6 on a “Plan of Land in Brookline, 

Massachusetts, dated July 5, 1935, Henry F. Bryant & Son, Engineers,” #278 of 1934, recorded 

in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, one of three parcels created from the demolition of 

the 19th-century estate last owned by David P. Kimball et al. Harry and Goldie Sklaver were 

active builders/developers working in Brookline in the 1930s and 1940s, including developing 

the smaller house lots along Kent Street between Sewall Avenue and Beacon Street in the later 

1930s. 

 

287 Kent Street. ISAAC SEARS HOUSE. 1872.  
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Constructed as a single-family residential dwelling, generally in the High Victorian/Queen Anne 

style. Also historically known as the Sears-Powers House. Architect and builder are unknown. 

287 Kent Street--which includes a carriage house numbered 289 Kent Street--a significant and 

prominent property that overlooks the intersection of Kent Street and Longwood Avenue, was 

originally part of David Sear’s estate, on land he established as the Longwood development in 

the 1840s, one of many constructed in the Longwood area by members of the Sears family. 

Built by Isaac H. Sears and his wife Frances, 287 Kent Street is one of the few remaining houses 

built by a descendant of David Sears. By 1883, the house was the residence of William W. 

Potter, who in 1889 hired architect William G. Preston to design a carriage barn for the rear of 

the property (plans survive in the Preston Collection at the Boston Public Library). By 1907, 

Llewellyn Powers had acquired the property and hired architect H.M. Stephenson to 

extensively remodel the house, including removing many of the original Victorian features. 

The house was later converted to a student residence hall by Wheelock College; in 1982, the 

college converted the building into six condominiums.  

Known Alterations 

1889 Carriage Barn constructed (later undated alterations have occurred).  

1907 Major alteration/additions to the house, including removal of Victorian features, 

alterations to the roof (including raising it to accommodate removal of the entrance 

portico and its replacement with neo-classical style pilasters, entablature and iron 

balcony), and replacing small dormers with larger hip-roof dormers), and the addition 

of a 48x34 “Garden House.” 

1982 Converted to condominiums 
 

288 Kent Street. HARRY SKLAVER HOUSE. 1935.  

Single-family residential dwelling in the Tudor Revival style. William J. Freethy, Architect. 288 

Kent Street is shown as lot 8 on a “Plan of Land in Brookline, Massachusetts, dated July 5, 1935, 

Henry F. Bryant & Son, Engineers,” #278 of 1934, recorded with Norfolk District Deeds, one of 

three parcels created from the demolition of the 19th-century estate last owned by David P. 

Kimball et al. Harry and Goldie Sklaver were active builders/developers working in Brookline in 
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the 1930s and 1940s, including developing the smaller house lots along Kent Street between 

Sewall Avenue and Beacon Street in the later 1930s. 

 

294 Kent Street. GOLDIE SKLAVER HOUSE 2. 1935.   

Single-family residential dwelling. Tudor Revival style.  William J. Freethy, Architect. 294 Kent 

Street is shown as lot 7 on a “Plan of Land in Brookline, Massachusetts, dated July 5, 1935, 

Henry F. Bryant & Son, Engineers,” #278 of 1935, recorded with Norfolk District Deeds one of 

three parcels created from the demolition of the 19th-century estate last owned by David P. 

Kimball et al. Harry and Goldie Sklaver were active builders/developers working in Brookline in 

the 1930s and 1940s, including developing the smaller house lots along Kent Street between 

Sewall Avenue and Beacon Street in the later 1930s. 

Known Alterations 

1946. Construction of a 5x12 addition to the house 

 

295 Kent Street. DR. SAMUEL DANA HAYES HOUSE. 1869/70.  

Constructed as a single-family residential dwelling in the Second Empire (or Mansard) style. 

Architect and builder are unknown. Originally part of the Stearns Estate, the house at 295 Kent 

Street was originally constructed for Dr. Samuel Dana Hayes (see the Preservation 

Commission Demolition Application Report, August 2020). Hayes, his wife Margaret, and their 

daughter Beatrice Hope resided at the property together until 1880, when Hayes disappeared, 

having paid off debts and leaving a letter explaining that his wife would have power of attorney 

to dispose of his business. Margaret Hayes retained ownership of 295 Kent Street until 1901, 

when it was sold to Ida Sherman Damon. Damon died in 1938, leaving the property to her 

husband J. Linfield Damon Jr., who owned the property throughout the first half of the 20th 

century. Upon Damon’s death in 1963, his children sold the property to Wheelock College, 

which used the building as its President’s House. In 2017, Wheelock College sold the property 

to its current owner, Longwood Ventures LLC, which in 2020 proposed demolition of the 

building.  
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Known Alterations 

1916 Demolition of an earlier converted automobile garage and construction of the 

current detached garage located in the southeast portion of the property 

 
300 Kent Street. SILAS PEAVY HOUSE. 1905.  
 
Constructed as a single-family residential dwelling in the Colonial Revival style. Hartwell, 

Richardson, and Driver, Architects. Constructed for Silas Peavy, who was associated with 

J.Peavy and Sons in Boston, wholesale clothing dealers. Boston  architectural firm Hartwell, 

Richardson, and Driver were well-known for their designs in the Colonial Revival style, and this 

house, which replaced an earlier one on the site, exemplifies the style with its classical 

detailing. The house has a monumental façade portico featuring Ionic columns and a side 

porch featuring Doric columns, pilastered cornerboards, pedimented dormers, decorative 

dentils and modillions, and a porte-cochere at the north end of the house.  

Known Alterations 

1937 Rear stable demolished 

1989 Converted to condominium; carport constructed 

1994 New roof railing; columns replaced. 

 

Ownership and Use Patterns 

The ownership of the houses in the proposed expansion area was entirely residential until the 

mid-20th century, when two of the single-family dwellings were converted to institutional-

residential use (116 Colchester Street and 295 Kent Street). By the 1980s, two of the largest 

properties were converted to condominium ownership, which divided each property into five 

(300 Kent Street) and six (287 Kent Street) living units but substantially preserved the exterior 

appearance of both buildings and their landscapes. 

 

IV.  BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries of the proposed expansion of the Lawrence LHD align with the tax assessor’s 

outer, non-abutting property lines of the seven properties proposed for inclusion and allow for 
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public visibility of all of the properties from several public ways, including Kent Street, 

Colchester Street, and Longwood Avenue, with partial views from Sewall Avenue as well. 

Across Longwood Avenue to the south of the proposed extension is the existing Lawrence 

LHD; the proposed expansion would incorporate that part of Longwood Avenue abutting the 

present Lawrence LHD.  

 

To the east of the proposed LHD extension is Longwood Towers, a ca. 1923 complex of three 

multi-story apartment buildings between Colchester and Chapel Streets. To the north of the 

proposed LHD extension are single-family, residential properties. Abutting the proposed 

extension, along Longwood Avenue and Marshal Street are single family houses mostly 

slightly smaller in scale than those proposed for the LHD extension and generally dating later, 

while across Marshal Street are three to four story brick apartment buildings dating to the 

early to mid-20th century, representing significantly denser residential living with little or no 

landscaping surrounding the dwelling units.  

 

The boundary of the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD begins at the corner of the 

existing Lawrence LHD at the northeast corner of 269 Kent Street. It then crosses Longwood 

Avenue to the southern lot line of 287 Kent Street and continues east along Longwood Avenue 

to the east property line of 287 Kent Street. It then turns north along the east (rear) property 

line of 287 Kent Street and continues northwest along the northeast property lines of 295 Kent 

Street and 116 Colchester Street. At the northeast corner of 116 Colchester Street, it turns 

southwest along the southern side of Colchester Street and the northwest property line of 116 

Colchester Street. It then takes a short jog southeast along the center of Kent Street, then 

turns southwest and continues initially southwest following 300 Kent Street’s property line 

though a total of eight corners, to the northwest corner of 294 Kent Street, where it continues 

south along the west (rear) property lines of 294 Kent Street, 288 Kent Street, and 282 Kent 

Street to the southeast corner of 282 Kent Street.  There it continues east along the south 

property line of 282 Kent Street to a point opposite the northeast corner of 173 Kent Street, 

where it crosses Longwood Avenue to the corner of the existing LHD, which it then follows to 
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the beginning point of the proposed extension of the Lawrence LHD, at the northeast corner of 

269 Kent Street. 

 

V.  CONCLUSION 

The majority of the residents of that portion of Kent Street that lies north of Longwood 

Avenue and south of Colchester Street are in agreement that their neighborhood deserves the 

recognition and protection of being in a Local Historic District, in accordance with the 

provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40C, the Historic Districts Act. This area 

abuts the already-established Lawrence LHD, and because the properties are generally similar 

in character and historic development, adding these seven (7) historic properties to the 

Lawrence LHD seems the most appropriate means of achieving the goal of LHD status.  

 

The Brookline Preservation Commission, in its role as the Local Historic District Study 

Committee, recommends the extension of the Lawrence LHD with the addition of these seven 

historic properties, as provided for in MGL Chapter 40C, the Historic Districts Act. 

 
VI. APPENDICES 
 

A. Map of Proposed Extension to the Lawrence Local Historic District 

B. Map of the Longwood Historic District 

C. Property Index 

D. Photographs 
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Memorandum  

  

To: Select Board 

From: Mel Kleckner, Town Administrator 

Subject: ACPH Membership Discussion 

Date: Friday, March 5, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

       

I had previously written you to address issues associated with appointments to the Advisory 

Council on Public Health (see attached). The Board acted to adopt Option #3 and established an 

associate membership category.  It appointed Dr. Roque Gordon as a non-voting associate 

member. Since that time, there has been no progress on filling the “environmental health” slot on 

the Council and we have now received another application from a highly qualified candidate (an 

epidemiologist but not an environmental health expert).  The solutions identified in the prior 

memo remain available and the Board should discuss them to reach a resolution for the current 

application.  

 

 
TOWN of BROOKLINE   

Massachusetts 
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

 

 
 

MEMO TO:  Select Board 

 

FROM:  Mel Kleckner, Town Administrator 

 

DATE:  October 13, 2020 

 

SUBJECT:  Calendar Item #13- Appointments to the Advisory Council on Public Health 

 

 

The Advisory Board of Public Health is a body authorized by the special act creating the Town’s 

department of public health (see attached Chapter 345 of the Acts of 1945 as amended).  Section 3 

of the Act requires the Select Board to appoint an advisory council of public health whose duties 

shall be to act in an advisory capacity to the director of public health.  The statute calls for 

membership of the council to be six persons but does not address qualifications or experience.   

 

In practice, the Advisory Council is made up of highly qualified residents of the Town who 

provide solid advice to the Director and the Town.  As I understand, each Council member is 

assigned a division or function within the department of public health, and it is expected that this 

member will serve as a liaison between staff and the Council.  The current vacancy on the Council 

was created by the resignation of Dr. Nalina Narain.  As Deputy Director at the Massachusetts 

DPH’s Bureau of Environmental Health, Dr. Narain was a particularly effective Council liaison to 

the Town’s   environmental health function.  The Health Department desires to fill this vacancy 

with an individual with similar expertise in environmental health (defined as chemical and other 

environmental exposures in air, water, soil and food to protect people and provide communities 

with healthier environments). 

 

When the Town solicited for applicants to the Advisory Council on Public Health, it did not 

specify any specific expertise or qualifications. The Town received an application from Dr. 

Rosemary Roque Gordon, a pediatrician with a MPH degree, as well as applications for 

reappointment from current members Dr. Tony Schlaff, a medical doctor with an MPH degree who 

teaches community medicine, and Patricia Maher, a Registered Nurse with a MS degree in 

gerontology and strong involvement in community affairs. 

 

I understand that the Health Department is recruiting applicants with an environmental health 

background, but no applicants have emerged at this time.  It is an awkward situation to bypass a 
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qualified applicant when no other applicants exist.  The Board has the following options at this 

time; 

 

1.) Defer all or some of the appointments/reappointments until additional applicant(s) 

with an environmental health background emerges.  Current members of the 

Council continue to serve until they are reappointed or a successor is chosen. 

 

2.) Appoint all of the applicants at this time and seek an environmental health expert 

the next time a vacancy occurs or during the next appointment cycle. 

 

3.) Create an associate membership category on the Council to accommodate Dr. 

Roque Gordon’s interest in serving.  Pursuant to Article 3.1.5 of the Town By-

Laws, associate members are “appointed and serve for a one year term and shall be 

nonvoting members of the committee”.   
 

 

 

cc: Dr. Swannie Jett, Director of Public Health 
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An Act Establishing in the Town of Brookline a Health Department Under the Direction of a 

Director of Public Health. 

Originally enacted as Chapter 345 of the Acts of 1945 and subsequently amended by Chapter 191 of the 

Acts of 1955, Chapter 506 of the Acts of 1970, Chapter 453 of the Acts of 1973, and Chapter 9 of the 

Acts of 1981. 

Section 1.  There shall be in the town of Brookline a health department under a director of public health 

who shall be appointed by the selectmen and who shall have the powers, perform the duties and be 

subject to the obligations of boards of health in towns.  The person so appointed shall be a citizen of the 

United States and shall have had not less than three years’ full time experience in public health 

administration, or not less than one year’s full time experience in public health administration and a 

graduate degree in public health from a recognized school of public health.  Said director shall devote 

such time to the performance of his duties and the supervision of the employees of the department as shall 

be determined by the selectmen.  He shall be appointed in June for the term of one year from the first day 

of July following and until the qualification of his successor.  He may be removed by the selectmen for 

cause and the vacancy filled by appointment for the remainder of the unexpired term in the same manner 

as in the case of an original appointment.  His salary or compensation shall be such as the selectmen may 

from time to time vote.  The school committee may appoint and may revoke the appointment of the 

director of public health as the director of school health services.  As director of school health services he 

shall, subject to the approval and under the continued supervision of the school committee, have the 

powers, perform the duties, and be subject to the obligations of school physicians under section fifty-three 

of chapter seventy-one of the General Laws.  The director, subject to the approval of the selectmen, may 

make rules and regulations for the government of the health department and its officers, agents and 

employees.  Subject to appropriation, he may also appoint and employ such officers, agents, assistants 

and employees and make such contracts as may be necessary to execute the health laws, rules and 

regulations.  All officers, agents, assistants and employees appointed or employed, and all contracts made 

by the director pertaining in any manner to the school health services shall be subject to the approval and 

continued supervision of the school committee.  The positions or offices of director of public health and 

director of school health services shall not be subject to the laws, rules and regulations pertaining to civil 

service.  

Section 2.  Upon the qualification of the director of public health first appointed hereunder the selectmen 

shall cease to serve as the board of health and their offices as members of the board of health shall 

thereupon terminate. 

Section 3.  The selectmen shall appoint an advisory council of public health whose duties shall be to act in 

an advisory capacity to the director of public health.  Said council shall consist of six members.  The 

members of said council first appointed hereunder shall be appointed as follows: - two members to serve 

for terms of one year each, two members to serve for terms of two years each, and two members to serve 

for terms of three years each, respectively, from the first day of May next following their appointment and 

until the qualification of their respective successors, and thereafter the selectmen shall annually before the 

first day of May appoint two members of such advisory council to serve for terms of three years each 

from said first day of May.  Vacancies in such council shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of 

the unexpired terms.  The members of such council shall elect annually in May a chairman from their own 
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number.  They shall service without compensation and may be removed by the selectmen for cause.  They 

shall meet quarterly, and additional meetings may be held at any time at the call of the chairman or of the 

director, who shall be secretary of the advisory council. 
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